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Ironmongery direct 


MASTERS OF OUR TRADE 



14,000 PRODUCTS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY 



FROM ONLY 

£1.60 

EACH 

When you buy 6+ 


T-Rex Grab Adhesive 310ml 

• Bonds to almost any material 

• Suitable for interior 
and exterior use 


ORDER CODE: 921986271 



ONLY 

£19.50 

PACK 


• High performance 
wood screws 

• Suitable for softwood, 
hardwood and MDF 

• Self-countersinking 

ORDER CODE: 921743097 


Ulti-Mate I1 1000 Screws 
Tester Pack 


Gorilla Glue - 250ml 

• Mega strong sticking power 

• 100% waterproof and temperature resistant 

• Interior and exterior use 


ORDER CODE: 921731831 




touchpoint 

Bella Lever 

• 50mm diameter 

• Bolt through fixings 

• Security fixing to spindle 

• Satin Chrome or Polished Chrome available 

SATIN CHROME ORDER CODE: 921634428 



CALL 0808 168 28 28 
OR GO ONLINE TO GET YOUR 
FREE CATALOGUE 

Text: ZY3496Z to 80800 FOR FREE! 

_ Followed by your name, address and email. 



ORDER BY 8PM 
GET IT NEXT DAY 


FREE DELIVERY 
OVER £45* 


^ FREE RETURNS 
WITHIN 30 DAYS 



Solid Drawn Hinge 


• Size - 50 x 28 x 1.45mm 

• Manufactured from solid drawn 
brass pins and countersunk 

• Ideal for furniture and 
joinery applications 


ORDER CODE: 921508259 


FROM ONLY 

£1.75 

PAIR 

When you buy 30+ 



|| CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week M ilk ONLINE Shop 24/7! 

■ 0808 168 28 28 9 IronmongeryD/recLcom FIND US ON ► oo 











Welcome 


What a lot we have to be thankful for... look at the picture above, of the saw pit 
at the Weald & Downland Museum where an excellent wood fair took place, p56, 
then realise how fortunate we are that power tools and machines were invented 
and keep on being developed for various use levels, like the Jolly bandsaw which 
Andy King takes quite a fancy to, pi6. And standards of design and build are 
getting better all the time, with no less than four coveted 5-star accolades being 
dished out this month by Andy and by Phil Davy, to the GVS Elipse respirator, pis, 
the Bosch multi-drill, p20, and to Matsumura Oire chisels and hammers, p78. 

And the problem of finding places to stow all this tempting kit is made easier 
with a tool cabinets project by Tony Sutton, p36, and pictures of Ed Hopkins' 
now complete workshop, p6o. And learning to use it all? Well, Michael Huntley 
coaches you in the use of hand tools to make lapped dovetails, p32, and new 
furniture course graduates show you what three years' hard labour at the bench 
can do, with my report on the New Designers show, p52. Enjoy. 
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1.99 

f EX. VAT 


mMnMammns7\ 


HjlliluB MULTI FUNCTION 
IpMI Ml T ool WITH 

ACCESSORY KIT 

• Great for sawing, cutting, sanding, polishing, 
chiselling & much more 

• 250w motor 

• Variable speed 


VAC f 

KING I 
WET \ 
& DRY V 
VACUUM y 
CLEANERS 

• A range of 
compact, high ^ 
performance M 
wet & dry * 
vacuum cleaners 
for use around the 
home, workshop, 


EXC.VAT 


1" BELT & 5" 
DISC SANDER 

• Inc. 2 tilt/lock tables 
and mitre gauge 
tM • 300w motor 


CPF13 


7VAC20P 1250W 16/1 2 Itr £47.99 £57.59 
7VAC20SS* 1400W 1 6/1 2ltr £59.98 £71.98 
7VAC25SS* 1400W 1 9/1 7ltr £64.99 £77.99 
;VAC30SSR* 1 40QW 24/21 Itr £86.99 £1 04.39 


SS = Stainless Steel 


• Variable 
belt speed 

• Tilting head 

'Black & Decker 


STATIC PHASE 
CONVERTERS 


Ie?vat 


• Run big 3 phase 
woodworking _ 
machines fil 
from 1 phase 
supply 

• Variable 
output power m 
to match HP ■ 
of motor to HI 
be run 


| .98 

'eXC.VATI 


CJS380 


J F13 400W/230V £44.99 £53.99 £63.59 
^900E*j 350W/230V £49.98 j nc .VAT 


BliiHa i W 

! QUICK RELEASE 
ALUMINIUM SASH CRAMPS 


Cliirlni BANDSAWS 

Top Quality Bandsaws - ideal for professional workshop use. 

Strong steel body with solid cast iron table featuring induction motors 

• Table tilts 45° • Adjustable blade guide • Supplied with 4TPI wood 
cutting blade, rip fence, mitre guide and push stick 


‘.99 

I EX. VAT 


uOO 

'EXC.VAT 


JIGSAWS 


'DIY #Professional 


Clarte 

CORDLESS 

DRILL/ 

DRIVERS 


» .oo 

EX.VAT 




PSR18 


Clarke CJS380* 420W 55/6mm £12.99 £15.59 

Jlarke C0N750# 750W 80/1 Omm £24.99 £29.99 

5&DKS600* 450W 60/5mm £29.98 £35.98 

3osch PST700* 500W 70/4mm £49.98 


18V PRO M 
CORDLESS' 
DRILL/ 
DRIVERS 

• 10 mm chuck size 

• 2 Speed, 

Variable control - 
0-350/0-1 250rpm 

• 21 torque settings 


© BOSCH 

Pcmvfir Tools 


POWER 

PLANERS 


Marl |S|i _ SHEET SANDERS 


# BLACKS 
DECKER 


• Ideal for surface removal, 
sanding and finishing 




>.99 

.EXC.VAT 


EXC.VAT 


• 82mm 

cutting 

width 


WkMM Batteri es 


’i:i»rl:i» CBS1G 

DRILL BIT SHARPENER 

• Great for 3mm to 10mm 
HSS drill bits • 70W motor 

• Drill bit guide * 

ensures £ 0^.99 

sharpening at the 

correct angle Ir’M.MM'ffi Hjj 

• Saves cost of H 

.new drills 


I k ISKI | hll DISC SANDER 
pMI Ml (305MM) 

• Powerful, bench mounted disc sander • 900W 
• No load disc speed: 1 490rpm • 305mm Disc 
Diameter (1 x 60 grit sanding disc included) 

• Dimensions (LWH): * 1&4 4 0 .g 8 

1 440 x 437 x 386 mm T 1 5* exc,vai 

• Weight: 

28kg / Tfe- ^H 


BISCUIT JOINER 

• 860W Motor | 
*11 OOOrpm Operating Speed 
• 1 4mm Cutting Depth 


PORTABLE 

THICKNESSER 


RANDOM ORBITAL 
SANDER 

gH CROSi * 


• Max thickness 
capacity 130mm 

• Planing depths 
adjustable — 
from 0 - 2 . 5mnr 

• Powerful 

1 250w motor 

• 8000rpm 
no-load speed 


DRILL 

STANDS 


CDF5EB 


EX.VAT 


• For sanding VH 
& polishing 

• 125mm ^H 
diameter 

sanding discs H 
L* 4000-1 1000 opm 


CDS300B 


'EXC.VAT 


k.98 

'EX.VAT 


Drill not 
included 


CPT250 


OSCILLATING 
BOBBIN SANDER 


Provides exceptional 
finishes for deep & wide 
work pieces, front edges & 
narrow inner curves 

• Dust collection port 

• Inc. 5 sanding sleeves/ 
bobbins • 330mm table height 


COBS1 


( .98 

EX.VAT 


1100W * £139.98 £167.981 

1250W 120mm £169.98 £203.98 

1250W 120mm £189.98 £227.98 

1500W 120mm £269.98 £323.98 


distributed) 
Strong 9mm 
fibreboard 


distributed) 
Strong 12 it 
.fibreboard 


[shelves 


shelves 


23686LH 


r MM 

TABLE 
SAWS 
ctsiod ^ 


LEG STANDS AVAILABLE 
FOR CTS11 & CTSIOD 
£22.99 EX VAT 
£27.59 INC VAT 


4" BELT/ 

6 M DISC 
SANDER 

* Dust extraction 
facility 

4" x 36" belt tilts 
& locks 0-90° 
225mm x 160mm 
table, tilts 0-90° 

* 370w, 230v motor 


uncTvat I 


INCLUDES LEFT 
& RIGHT TABLE 
EXTENSION 


'Moulded base 


BLADE TENSIONING CONTROL 


CAPACITY EX. 

MODEL MOTOR WET/DRY VAT INC. VAT 


• Ideal for DIY & 1 

Hobby use «Dual 
purpose, for both J 

finishing & sizing of I 

timber (CP-6 planer only) 


MODEL 


MOTOR MAX THICK. EXC. 
CAPACITY VAT 


PER SHELF 


1 MODEL 

SIZE 

EX. VAT 

INC. VAT I 

CHT374 

600mm 

£6.99 

£8.39 

CHT375 

900mm 

£7.99 

£9.59 

CHT376 

1200mm 

£9.98 

£11.98 


1 MODEL 

WATT 

M/MIN 

EX VAT INC VAT 1 

Clarke BS1 

900W 

380 

£29.98 £35.98 

Clarke CBS2 

1200W 

480 

£69.98 £83.98 

Makita 9911 

650W 

75-270 

£94.99 113.99 


MODEL 

MOTOR 

BLADE 

EX VAT INC VATl 

ICTS800B 

600w 

200mm 

£69.98 

CTS11* 

1500w 

254mm 

£139.98 £167.98 

ICTSIOD 

1500w 

254mm 

£149.98 £17 


MODEL 

SHEET SIZE MOTOR EX VAT INC VAT 1 

C0S200 

190X90mm 

150W 

£12.99 

£15.59 

C0N300 

230X1 15mm 

330W 

£29.98 

£35.98 

Makita 

B0455* 

11 2X1 02mm 

200W 

£54.99 

£65.99 


I MODEL 

INPUT DEPTH 
POWER OF CUT 

EXC.VAT INC.VAT | 

ICIarke CEP1 650W 

2mm 

£21.99 

£26.39 

IRT 

- PL82 1 850W 

3mm 

£49.98 

£59.98 

B&D 

IKW750K- 

GB 750W 

2mm 

£57.99 



MODEL 

MAX. 

MOTOR HP 

FUSE EX VAT INC VAT 

PC20 

PC40 

PC60 

2HP 

3.5HP 

5.5HP 

lOamps £229.00 £274.80 
20amps £269.00 £322.80 
32amos £319.00 £382.80 






EXC. 

INC. 

MODEL 

BATTERIES 

VAT 

VAT 

|C0N18Ni 

2 x Ni-Cd 

£64.99 

£77.99 I 

IC0N18U 

2 x Li-Ion 

£84.99 

£1 01 .99 | 


m 

CHOICE OF 5 COLOURS 

□□□ia 

RED, BLUE, BLACK, 
SILVER & GALVANISED 
STEEL 



| MODEL SHELF 
WxDxH 

DIMS 

(mm) EX VAT INC VAT 

n | 150kg 800x300x1500 £29.98 £35.98111 
Issok^ooxjooxiso^jgj^Mjgsy ! 




MODEL 

VOLTS 

BATTS 

EXC.VAT INC.VAT 1 

ICCD180 

18V 

1 

£34.99 £41.99 |j 

i CCD240 

24V 

1 

£39.98 £47.98 \\ 

•JBosch PSR18 

18V 

1 

£49.98 £59.98 | 


































MORTISING | £ 1 73, N 9 c 9 vA T f l 
MACHINE CBMiBl 

Accurately creates deep square h 
recesses Table size 1 50 x 340mm 
Maximum chisel cap.76mm Robust 
cast iron base & column ensures 
stability & accuracy 95mm depth 
of cut 



CHISELS AVAILABLE FROM 
£7.99 EX VAT £9.59 INC VAT 


aria W°® WORK.NO » Ctark(1 ,0" SLIDING 


SPECIAL 

isit machinemart.co.uk ^ 

<££8 15,000 f 

PRODUCTS 

CLUDING , 

NEwJpr*!' 

.1ST PRODUCTS 1 

r 

f n 




PRICE CUTS & 
NEW PRODUCTS 



Clarke 


DUST EXTRACTOR/ 
CHIP COLLECTORS 


GET 

YOUR 

FREE 

COPY 

NOW! 

• IN-STORE 

• ONLINE 

• PHONE 

0844 8801265 


QUALITY CAST 
IRON STOVES 

EE 



IDE35B 750w 850 M3/h 56Ltrs £119.98 £143.98 
;PE7B 750 w 850 M3/h 114Ltrs £139.98 £167.98 

i:iiiHs«|p T c ! E F T oRSTN ^ 

• Contains 15, 20, 25, 30 
35mm bits • Titanium 
nitride coated for 
improved 
cutting finish 


ClilPlEIS CIRCULAR SAWS 

• Great range of DIY i 
and professional 
saws • Ideal for* 1 
bevel cutting 
(0-45°) 


i|ii| BENCH GRINDERS 
ll,p & STANDS 



CBG8W 
features 
8" whetstone &’ 
6"drystone. 

# With sanding belt 


I MODEL 

DUTY 

WHEEL 

DIA. 

EX VAT INC VAT 

CBG6RP 

DIY 

150mm 

£27.99 

£33.59 

CBG6RZ 

PRO 

150mm 

£37.99 

£45.59 

CBG6RSC 

HD 

150mm 

£47.99 

£57.59 

CBG6SB# 

PRO 

150mm 

£49.98 

£59.98 

CBG6RWC 

HD 

150mm 

£54.99 

£65.99 

ICBG8W (wet) HD 150/200mm £55.99 

£67.19 



1‘1-feltlPfi 13 " MINI 

Ipllll Ml WOOD LATHE 


Includes flexible drive kit for grinding/polishing/sandingj 


• Converts your router 
into a stationary router 
table • Suitable for most 
pouters (up to 155mm dia. Base plate) 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE *new store 


BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnslev, S71 1EZ 

01226 732297 

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 

01392 256 744 

B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 

0121 358 7977 

GATESHEAD 50 Loblev Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 

0191 493 2520 

B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hav Mills 

0121 7713433 

GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 

0141 332 9231 

BOLTON 1 Thvnne St. BL3 6BD 

01204 365799 

GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 

01452 417 948 

BRADFORD 105-107 Manninqham Lane. BD1 3BN 

01274 390962 

GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 

01472 354435 

BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 

01273 915999 

HULL 8-1 0 Holderness Rd. HU9 1 EG 

01482 223161 

BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 

0117 9351060 

ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 

0208 518 4286 

BURTON UPON TRENT 1 2a Lichfield St. DEI 4 3QZ 

01283 564 708 

IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 

01473 221253 

CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675 

LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 

0113 231 0400 

CARDIFF 44-46 Citv Rd. CF24 3DN 

029 2046 5424 

LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 

0116 261 0688 

CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2 LG 

01228 591666 

LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 

01522 543 036 

CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 

01242 514 402 

LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 

0151 709 4484 

CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CHI 3EY 

01244 311258 

LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 

0208 695 5684 

COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. C01 IRE 

01206 762831 

LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 

020 8803 0861 

COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1 HT 

024 7622 4227 

LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Levton, E10 

020 8558 8284 

CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Crovdon 

020 8763 0640 

LONDON 100 The Highway, Docklands 

020 7488 2129 





MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornabv 
NORWICH 282a Heigham St. N R2 4LZ 
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfield 
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copno r 
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 



DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 


01325 380 841 LUTON Unit 1 , 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063 


SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heelev. S2 4HJ 

SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd 

SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 

SOUTHEND 1 139^1141 L ondon Rd. Leigh on Sea 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 38 2-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 

SUNDERLAND Jl-1 5 Ryhope Rd . G rangetown 
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd . SN1 3AW 


DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 


DERBY De rwent St. D EI 2ED 


01 304 373 434 MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 


01 622 769 572 TWICKENHAM 8 3-85 Heath Rd .TW1 4AW_ 


0114 258 0831 
0208 3042069 
023 8055 7788 
01702 483 742 
01782 287321 

0191 510 8773 

01792 792969 

01793 491717 


DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 


01332 290 931 


DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane.JDDI 3ET 


01302 245 999 


WARRINGTON U nit 3, Hawley’s Trade P k. 


EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfield Terrace 


01382 225 140 MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376 


0131 659 5919 MANSFIELD 1 69 Chesterfield Rd. South 


WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfield Rd. Bilston 


020 8892 9117 
01925 630 937 


01623 622160 WORCESTER 48a Upper Tythinq. WR1 1 JZ 


01942 323 785 
01902 494186 


4 easy vim rim.. 


23686RH 


Minimum call charges from a BT landline are 5p/min to 0844. Calls from mobiles and other networks may vary. 

For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability, E&OE. 
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workbench 


The new Axminster 1700 workbench, the latest addition to the range, sports a bench top of 
laminated, kiln-dried beech that is lacquered on both top and underside. 

The bench top is 30mm thick with a gomm-deep apron. The large working surface is 1550 x 
500mm; overall, including the vices, the bench measures 1700 x 650mm. Both the front and 
end vices have a double row of bench dog holes extending the width and length of the 
worktop, and four bench dogs are included. The 36omm-long vices have steel guide bars on 
either side of a strong central screw, with the maximum opening at 130mm. 

The underframe is solid beech. Dog holes in the legs allow you to clamp items vertically. A 
full-length shelf in the base offers storage for larger tools or materials. This bench is supplied 
flat-packed with full instructions for assembly, and costs £289.96 inc VAT. For more info go to 
www.axminster.co.uk 



Get sharpening! 


Not sure about sharpening procedure? 
Axminster's Rider Sharpening Station comprises 
a double-sided diamond stone (1000 and 400 
grit), leather strop and honing compound, 
board and all the instructions for use. 

Measuring 250 x 315mm, it is CNC- 
machined from I3mm-thick synthetic resin 
laminate. It is unaffected by oil or water and 
easy to keep clean. Four rubber feet give 
stability. The stone recess is 228 x 89mm to 
match the Rider Double Sided Diamond Bench 
Stone. It is then a simple matter to hold 
shorter stones in place using a homemade 
wedge or spacer to fill any gap. A stone needs 
to be just snug enough to prevent movement. 

The 203 x 65mm leather strop removes any 
remaining minute wire edge and puts a final 
high polish finish on your edge tools. Designed 
to work with an Axminster Rider Honing 
Guide, it is as effective with similar Eclipse- 
type guides. The edges of the board feature 
recesses which act as set-up guides for bevel 
angles of 25 0 , 30° and 45° for plane irons, and 
25 0 and 30 0 bevel angles for chisels. The setup 
costs £59.96 from www.axminster.co.uk 


Nova from Teknatool 

BriMarc Tools & Machinery is now in partnership with New Zealand 
company Teknatool, which is bringing its Nova range of woodturning kit 
to the UK and Ireland. For more than 25 years Teknatool has been 
designing and manufacturing a brand that already has a large following 
here. And Brimarc has been a force here for the past 20 years. 

just one of the products now available is the Nova Comet II Midi 
Lathe, pictured. One of the most popular lathes in its class in North 
America will now be available for the first time via UK and Irish retailers. 
Also in the pipeline are some new Nova releases featuring the 
proprietary DVR smart motor, of which great functionality is expected. 

Nova products are being distributed through the UK and Ireland via 
BriMarc retailers. For more info visit www.brimarc.com 
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DOUBLE-ENDED VERSATILITY 




THE NEW IRWIN IMPACT PERFORMANCE SERIES BITS. 
DO MORE WITH YOOR DRIVER THAN EVER BEFORE. 

With single and double-ended bits, extension 
accessories, and a broad range of tips and lengths, 
the Impact Performance Series is the most versatile on 
the market and has what it takes to get any job done. 

We even used it to make this ad. 

irwin.co.uk 
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I News 


Makita accessories 


To help celebrate its centenary Makita has added accessories to its range. The multi-purpose 
TCT-tipped hole-saws recently introduced as a 9- or 10-piece set are now available as individual 
items in 21 sizes ranging from 22mm up to 105mm. The body of these hole-saws is carbon steel 
and the TCT tips are tungsten carbide for work with wood, MDF, plasterboard, PVC, glass fibre, 
soft tile, brick and limestone. 

The range of Makita machines utilising two 18V lithium-ion batteries to generate 36V of power 
is expanding quickly, so users should welcome the twin-port fast charger, pictured, that takes 
just 22 minutes to fully charge two 18V 3.oAh batteries and two 4.oAh batteries in 36 minutes. 
With an LED charging display, and full charge audible alert, the Makita DC18RD fast charger has a 
useful USB port to charge your smart phone, a forced cooling system for battery protection and 
a built-in electronic current limiter for overload protection. 

The Makita DEAWST06 portable, extending mitre saw stand, pictured, is compatible with the 
majority of Makita mitre saws. It features adjustable extending arms on both sides of the stand 
and one arm has a built-in roller support. Fully extended the stand supports are 2.55m wide. The 
individual leg height can be adjusted to ensure stand stability. Folded, the 16kg stand with carry 
handle can be wheeled on built-in castors. 

For more info visit www.makitauk.com 


18 V cordless 
power from 
Stanley 


Stanley Tools is launching its 18V cordless 
power tool platform, an innovative system 
that allows one interchangeable battery 
to be used across all FatMax tools in the 
18V range. 

The platform includes eight cordless 
power tools, ranging from an impact driver 
to an oscillating tool and flashlight. There 
are two Stanley FatMax 18V batteries to 
choose from: a 2.oAh for light cutting, 
drilling and driving and the 4-OAh with a 
longer run time, for heavy-duty cutting and 
grinding. Charge times are one or two hours 
respectively. 

The platform can be used by existing 
FatMax users, who can take advantage of 
the bare units, while those looking to create 
their tool kit from scratch can take 



advantage of the new Starter Kit which 
includes an 18V hammer drill, an 18V 
impact driver, two 18V 2.oAh Li-ion 
batteries, charger and storage bag. 

For more info go to www.stanleytools. 


Veritas 3-piece chisel set 



New to the Veritas range are these three chisels with blades made 
from Veritas's unique PM-VII steel. They are about one-third of the 
scale of the Veritas bench chisels, each one being approximately 
80mm long overall. The three tools in the set have %\n- (9.5mm), 
Xin- (6.3mm) and >£in- (3.2mm) wide blades for fine, controlled 
cuts, such as box making. Their&in- (2.4mm) thick 
PM-V11 steel blades are hardened to HRC 61-63 
and ground flat on the face. They have 
a 25 0 bevel. The chisel handles 
are bubinga with a stainless- 
steel ferrule. The set 
costs £43.96. For 
more info go to 
www.brimarc.com 




Lithophone commission 

Dovetailors made a lithophone for Grassington Festival, using local 
limestone rock. David Wilson, the company's creative director, said: “A 
lithophone is a musical instrument made of pieces of rock, which 
produce musical notes when they are struck and is similar to a 
xylophone or glockenspiel. Ours is made using the local limestone rock 
that characterises the Yorkshire Dales' landscape around Grassington." 
Last year the team designed and made a 2-octave lithophone for 

Clitheroe Castle Museum using 
locally sourced stone. "We really 
enjoyed the intricacy of that task 
and my background in 
engineering came in handy when 
we were faced with some very 
complex mathematical 
calculations to ensure the stones 
were placed and supported at 
just the right point to generate 
the exact tone required," said 
David. 
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News 





Andrew 
Brassington's 
door was 
inspired by 
a silver birch 
sapling 
growing 
through the 
ruins of a 
barn 


Furniture shown at 
Scottish parliament 

Two young Canadian and two UK woodworking students at the 
Chippendale International School of Furniture have won this year's top 
honours- with two of the students' pieces being exhibited at the 
Scottish parliament. 

Student of the Year was Andrew Brassington from Ontario, whose 
course work included a monumental door made from locally-sourced 
Scottish timber - inspired by a silver birch sapling that he saw growing 
through the ruins of a collapsing barn in southern Ontario. 

Design Student of the Year was Ria Da Costa, originally from Trinidad 
and Tobago, now also living in Ontario, who created an intricate 
Lennox Desk, named after her grandfather, with no less than 2,167 
pieces of veneer on its surface. 

Best Portfolio was awarded to Fiona Thorburn-Steel, who lives near 
Edinburgh, whose portfolio included a stunning cabinet in solid olive 
ash with a wenge veneer and ebony handles. Functional but elegant, 
the cabinet has flowing lines that complement the geometry of the 
piece and make it also a work of art. 

The fourth top prize, Students' Choice of the Year, went to Rob Sykes 
from London. His Ruby-Rose Desk, named after his god-daughter and 
made from wych elm, is based around the three Rs - with drawers 
whose interiors focus on aspects of writing, reading and arithmetic, 
complete with an abacus. There is a shelf for a Kindle or iPad, USB 
ports, and the cable is hidden within one of the desk's legs. His desk is 

based on an original 
design (The Laura Desk) 
by Benjamin Klebba of 
Phloem Studio in 
Portland, Oregon, USA. 

This year, for the first 
time, a number of 
pieces were exhibited 
at the Scottish 
parliament, including 
Ria Da Costa's and Rob 
Sykes' desks. 

For more info about 
the school go to www. 
chippendaleschool.com 
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SHOW AND SALE 


DEMONSTRATIONS 
IN WOOD 
AND CRAFT 

TRADE STANDS 
WITH SHOW OFFERS 


OUTSTANDING 
SELECTION OF 
TIMBER 
WITH SPECIAL 
SHOW DISCOUNTS 



Langport 


Martock 


Watch top Wood Turners, learn how to 
make a hurdle, meet the author of ‘Letter 
Carving’, Andrew J. Hibberd and see him 
demonstrating, watch chain saw carving, 
pyrography and axe handle making. See 
demonstrations in lots of different crafts. 
Meet the Country’s leading manufacturers and 
see their latest products & special offers. 

Be inspired and pick up a bargain! f 


VISIT OUR 
GALLERY, CAFE, 
HOBBY SHOP 
AND REFRESHMENT 
MARQUEE 

AA SIGN POSTED 
& PARKING 

Check out our website: 

www.yandles.co.uk 

for further details. 


YANDLE & SONS LTD 

Flurst Works, Martock, 
Hurst TA126JU 
Tel: 01935 822207 
E mail: info@yandles.co.uk 

www.yandles.co.uk 



Sponsored by 


The National Forest 
Wood Fair 2015 


Monday 31 August, 9am-5pm 
Beacon Hill Country Park, Leicestershire, LEI 2 8SP 


Bank Holiday Monday Entertainment 

• Exciting lumberjack show 

• Forestry in action from 
horse logging to heavy 
duty woodchippers 

• Children’s activities: 
tree climbing, storytelling, 
eco-art & birds of prey J* 

• Forest Food Festival Ajj 

• Live music 

• Charity auction & beautiful 
wood craft items to buy 

• 20% discount on all 
advance tickets 

Find out more and book online: 

www.nationalforestwoodfair.co.uk 

Tel: 01283 551 211 


THE NATIONAL FOREST partnership 


©itdX 









COURSEDIARY 

Avoid sweltering beaches and sandy 
sandwiches by booking yourselves on one 
of these courses. 

August 

1-7 Sculptural carving in wood 
30 Aug -3 Sept Furniture repair & care 

West Dean College 
West Dean 
Nr Chichester 
West Sussex PO18 oQZ 
Tel: 01243 811301 

3 - 4 Beginner woodturning (Axminster) 

5 Pyrography (Axminster) 

7 Sharpening with Tormek (Sittingbourne) 
13-14 Beginner routing (Axminster) 

24-25 Wood machining (Axminster) 

28 Intro to turned boxes (Axminster) 

Axminster Tool Centre 

Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue 

Axminster 

Devon EX13 5PH 

Tel: 0800 975 1905 

4 - 7 Veneering & laminating 
10-11 Sharpening 

Peter Sefton Furniture School 
The Threshing Barn 
Welland Road 
Upton upon Severn 
Worcestershire 
WR8 OSN 

September 
7-11 Sack-back 

28 Sept-3 Oct Continuous-arm 

The Windsor Workshop 
Churchfield Farm 
Church Street 
West Chiltington 
Pulborough 
West Sussex 
RH20 2|W 

3- 6 Make simple furniture, complete 
beginners 

4- 6 Woodcarving, beginners 
14 Woodturn small bowl 

15-18 Woodturn wet & seasoned wood 
bowls 

20- 25 Detailed occasional table 

West Dean College 
West Dean 
Nr Chichester 
West Sussex PO18 oQZ 
Tel: 01243 811301 

7-8 Beginner routing (Axminster) 

7-8 Bowls & platters (Sittingbourne) 

9 Taster day (Axminster) 

10 Pen making (Sittingbourne) 

17-18 Nutcracker wooden figures 
(Sittingbourne) 

17-18 Woodcarving (Axminster) 

21- 22 Beginner woodturning (Axminster) 

Axminster Tool Centre 
Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue 
Axminster 
Devon EX13 5PH 
Tel: 0800 975 1905 


Wendy’s an 

Wendy Heller from London, nominated by 
colleague Katie Letchfield for being an 
inspiration to her students and the local 
community, is a finalist in Irwin Tools’ 

National Tradesmen Day competition to win a 
Ford truck worth more than £40,000. Wendy 
is the Training, Development and Curriculum 
Manager at the Construction Youth Trust in 
Bermondsey and teaches construction skills to 
16-30-year-olds. Her colourful joinery career 
has taken her all over the world, constructing 
sets for films and TV. 

She said: “It’s wonderful to be nominated... 
Vocational careers can be overlooked, 
especially when talking about jobs for girls. 
The young women I work with really shine, 
both creatively and intellectually.” 

If you know a tradesman worthy of the 2015 
Ultimate Tradesman’ title visit www.irwin. 
co.uk/nominate and tell them why. 


The oriental chestnut gall wasp has been 
discovered in Kent. A Forestry Commission 
spokesman said: “This is a pest that only 
affects sweet chestnut [Costoned) species of 
tree, and does not pose any risk to people, 
pets or farm livestock. We have launched an 
immediate investigation of the surrounding 
woodland and, once we have fully assessed 
the situation, we will swiftly take any 
appropriate action.” 

Oriental chestnut gall wasp is a threat to 
sweet chestnuts in several regions of the 
world. It reduces nut production and can 
weaken the tree, leaving it vulnerable to other 
diseases. The UK has Protected Zone Status 
against this pest, and the plant health services 
must be notified of all pending imports of 
sweet chestnut planting material before its 


inspiration 



arrival in the UK so that a proportion can be 
inspected. 

As part of investigations into the outbreak, 
the new Observatree group of trained 
volunteers has agreed to help survey more 
widely for evidence of the pest. 



Evidence of chestnut gall wasp action 


Projecting 

shelves 

Andrew Lawton’s 
chest of drawers is 
his answer to his 
clients’ particular 
brief, incorporating 
shelves for displaying 
pottery. Made of 
American cherry and 
Fenland bog oak, 
with drawers of 
sycamore and cedar 
of Lebanon, it is 
1760mm long 


Wasp threat to chestnuts 
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News 


OFFCUTS 


Tooting, London DIY business owner Bobby Singh went to Nepal to 
offer help after the devastating earthquakes and is now trying to raise 
£50,000 to build 500 semi-permanent living structures. Find his appeal 
on www.WeAreOneNepal.org 


The Institute of Carpenters (IOC), the membership group for 
professionals working in wood trades, celebrated its 125th birthday 
last week by holding an event at Carpenters' Hall in London. 


Sponsored by IronmongeryDirect, members shared best practice 
advice and demonstrated their work and historic tools. 


Amy Coles, a pupil from Chatham and Clarendon Grammar School, 
was announced as this year's MakelT! overall winner for her excellent 
design, combining an innovative approach, great care and attention 
to detail and an excellent understanding of the brief. Best teacher 
award went to Tom Brewin, also of Chatham and Clarendon. 



Reader Ads 




Machinery 



Power tools 


ETJTS-250S table saw with 250mm diameter blade, with JET universal mobile 
base, £230, buyer collects 

Reg Lloyd, Essex © 01708 727388 


Bosch GHO 31-82 240V power plane, angle guide, spare blades, dust bag & case, 
£60; Fein Dustex 25I dust extractor, latest model, little used, £85 

Mr I Wilson, Kent © 01322 526897 


Tormek Supergrind 2000 6 jigs, planer jig, excellent order, £390; Multico mortise 
Ki, 4 chisels, clean, tidy, heavy, £225 

Mr RF Ridgewell, Surrey © 01372 275062 

DeWalt DW1251 radial arm saw, excellent condition, hardly used, includes 
legstand, buyer collects, £250 

David Banks, Cheshire © 01606 551747 

Scheppach Basato 3 bandsaw, 6in depth of cut, I3in width of cut, used lightly by 
hobby turner to cut mainly bowl blanks, as new condition, spare blades, £250 

Davey, North Oxfordshire © 07707 242948 


Hand tools 


Stanley N0.4 smoothing plane, in box, £35; Stanley No.50 combination plane 
with blades, in box, £55; Record No. 120 block plane, £18; Hobby thumb plane, 
£20; Stanley No. 151 spokeshave, flat, £15; Stanley No. 151 spokeshave, round, £15; 
all+p&p 

Mr D Haviland, Surrey © 0208 641 4238 

Stanley No. 9 V. block plane, excellent condition, £70; Cox adjustable bench 
plane, infill rosewood, brass clamp, £100 
Harold Cox ©01283563798 


Miscellaneous 


Victorian stripped pine shutters and architraves, sound condition, ex mansion, 
various sizes; some modern yew wood 3 x 3ft, offers invited 

Mr R Barnes, Berkshire © 01189 733764 

Mk II Jointmaster sawing jig for cutting wood to differing angles and depths, with 
instructions, £5; set of plans for medium fully carved rocking horse by Anthony 
Dew, suitable for 3- to 8-year-old, £5; Arcoy Rabetter, old machine for cutting 
rebates using wobble washers, included, and electric drill, not included, £5 

Roy Holly, Hampshire © 01256 415247 


Wanted 


Switch unit for DeWalt DW1201 Radial Arm Saw, Weber Unimat WTN22-555 rated 
current 4A 

David Cook, Worcestershire © 01562 66497 

Wadkin fence & rails for loin AGS table saw, also fence & rails for Wadkin 20in 
BZB bandsaw or parts offence 

Robert Rodenhurst, Clwyd © 07724 386061 



I am a private advertiser. Please enter my advertisement in the Reader Ads in the following category: 

□ Wanted or □ For Sale under the following heading 

□ Hand tools □ Power tools □ Timber 

□ Machinery □ Turning □ Miscellaneous 

My advertisement reads as follows: 


Simply fill out this form, including your name 
and address, and post it to: 

Reader Ads, Good Woodworking, Enterprise 
Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HF 

If you don't want to cut up your magazine, you 
can photocopy this coupon or simply write out 
your ad on a sheet of paper and send it to us. 

Alternatively, if your advertisement is for goods 
worth less than £500, you can email the details 
to andrea.hargreaves@mytimemedia.com 


□ My advertisement is for more than £500 . 1 enclose a cheque for £10 made payable to My Time Media Ltd 


Name. 


Address. 


Postcode . 


©. 
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Friday 18th to Sunday 20th September 2015 

9.30am — 5.00pm 


•Specialist tools & equipment • Working horses • Forestry displays •Traditional woodland 
crafts ^Forestry machinery & equipment •Chainsaw sculpture •Lumberjack display team 
•Falconry •Wood turning •Oak timber framing «Local food and refreshments • Over 150 
exhibitors 

Bentley Wildfowl and Motor Museum, Halland, 
WWW.bentley.Org.uk East Sussex BN8 5AF Tel: 01825 840573 



★ ★★★★ 

4.5 star review 

"It's good value, does the work and is quieter 
than the competition." 


£ 215.95 


Comes with 


free 


2.5m Hose 


worth £47.95 


(200777) 


DC-1100A Extractor 

• Industrial quality motor, 1 620 m 3 /hr airflow 
@ 150mm 

• Unique "Vortex" cone waste separation design 
keeps the filter cleaner 

•Choice of 1 x 150mm 
or 2 x 1 00mm inlets, 
easily fits most 

machines r f at im i h g 

•Wheeled base for VORTEX 

mobility around 
the workshop 

TEtltHOLdGY 

•Supplied with a 
30 micron filter bag 
and 5 collection bags 

• 200L waste sack size 


AFS-500 Air Filtration System 

• Quietly cleans and filters the air while you work or when finished 

• Filters particles at 98% 5 microns in size and 85% 1 micron in size 

• 3 speed settings and 3 timer settings, remote or manual control 

• Use with your dust extractor for maximum dust control 

• Comes as standard with an electrostatic pre-filter and pocket filter 

• Filters can be carefully vacuumed or easily replaced 


★ ★★★★ 


4.5 star review 

"Great build quality for an extractor of 
this price range. The suction is fantastic 
and when cutting up lots ofMDF, I am 
no longer covered in fine dust." 


BfiMarC Find your nearest Jet stockist at brimarc.com 

Prices include VAT and are valid until 31 st August 2015 or while stocks last. Participating Jet stockists only. 
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▲ This small twist-lock button 
secures the front grilles 


▲ Once released, the grille hinges 
back out of the way to gain access 
to the filter 


I 

▲ The filters simply peel out of 
their recess; note the charcoal layer 
for odour control 


▲ The flat filter design allows great 
all-round vision and the wide straps 
are comfortable 


You can’t put a price on health, but at £22 the 
Nuisance Odour Respirator has to be a bargain 


W ith its flat side-mounted filters the 
compact GVS Elipse keeps your 
view unobstructed. The soft rubber 
face seal is silicone and latex free to minimise 
skin reaction, and it seals very well once the 
elasticated straps are adjusted. 

It is P3 rated, to protect you from nuisance and 
harmful dust from woodworking applications 
through to silica-based masonry and particulates 
including airborne liquids and fumes, with a 99-95% 
efficiency at 0.3 microns. The filters have a charcoal 
layer to mask odours and are swapped simply 
via small twist-lock buttons behind the seal. 

While new regulations on extraction cover 
the collection of dust from sanders, routers, 
saws and other dust-generating machines at 
source, there are always airborne particles that 
will escape and that's where respirators like 


this one come in, capturing the escaping 
particles that powered extraction misses. Even 
so, it is recommended that they should only be 
used for around an hour at a time. The comfort 
factor as well as the additional effort to 
breathe through the filters probably sets the 
time you can comfortably use one to be 
honest, although I found the Elipse particularly 
lightweight with a good soft fit and with very 
good airflow for general work; I was able to 
breathe easily without having to suck in hard 
to get air into my lungs. 

The wide elasticated straps were also 
comfortable on my shiny noggin. 

Conclusion 

With the good all-round view the mask affords, 
woodturning is an ideal application for its use 


Prices 

Our product prices reflect 
typical values as we go to 
press. We cannot guarantee 
these prices, though, and 
thoroughly recommend 
that you shop around. 


How we rate... 

★ Don’t get your hopes up or your wallet out! 

★★ Well, it works but really needs improvement 

★★★ Performs well, but you will find better 

★★★★ Great performance and value for money 

★★★★★ So good, even Andy would get his wallet out! 


as dust is constantly airborne; some of the 
exotic timbers often used can be especially 
noxious and damaging to the lungs. It also fits 
the bill for routing where an unrestricted view 
on finer work is so important. 

The design also allows for additional eye 
protection from safety glasses or prescription 
glasses without encroaching on the mask itself. 

At this price and with the protection it 
affords it's a 5-star toolkit or workshop 
essential, meeting all current legislation for 
respirator masks. Not good for beards though. 


The Woodworking Verdict 


+ Minimal vision restriction; easy-change 
filters; charcoal layer; 2 mask sizes 
- Unsuitable for beards or facial hair 

Rating ★★★★★ 

Typical price: £22.18 
Efficiency rating: P3+odour control 
Safety standard ratings: EN143199B, BS 
ENl43:2000 

Web: www.johnsonstoolcentre.co.uk 


Woodworking 

Kit &Tools 

New products, tools and tests 


Andy King, Technical Editor 
andy.king@mytimemedia.com 


GVS Elipse respirator 



I Kit & Tools 


Jolly good for the lolly 




In the jolly 45, recognised 
brand ACM has come up with 
a compact but solid and well 
specified machine 


<*': *- 


The Jolly 45 is as 
handsome inside 
as it is out 


Cast-iron table 

The table is cast iron and finely finished. The front facing slot is unrestricted by 
the fence bar as it is fitted entirely to the left of the slot for easy blade swapping. 
Therefore with a wider blade there is no need to twist it onto the wheel. 


M ade in Italy, the Jolly 45 is driven by a i.5hp 100% duty cycle 
rated motor for durability under load and is matched by a 
German-made Klinger & Born braking system to ensure the 
heavy cast-iron band wheels are under full control when stopping the 
machine. The band wheel tyres are bonded rather than simply 
stretched to eliminate slippage and with the weight of the balanced 
wheels, the saw has a very stable run both at start up and under load. 
Equally as robust are the tensioning spring and post for setting the 

guide height above the 
work. Indeed, the spring 
is so heavy that it 
wouldn't lookout of 
place on a car, and is 
paired with a heavy-duty 
Acme-threaded adjuster 
wheel to set the tension. 

A simple finger 
indicator is linked to 
show the tension in 
relationship to the blade 
being fitted, and a 
viewing window in the 
top door allows this to be 
checked prior to setting 
the saw in motion. 

The tracking is set 
from the back of the saw 
with a decent-sized knob 
to gain good purchase, 
and has a large locking 
lever to retain the 
setting. Alongside this is 
the locking knob for the 
guide post while 
positioned on the side is 
the rack & pinion knob to 
set the guide height. 

The upper and lower 
guide assemblies are identical: two side-adjusted discs and a similar rear 
disc for the thrust control. Each has a tool-free adjustment to fine tune 
the settings when a blade is swapped to a different width, with the 
exception of the lower thrust disc which needs a spanner as space is 
restricted to fit a thumb turn or knob. 

Setting the side discs is a breeze; back off the locking rings, screw the 
disc holders in or out until they snug the blade, back off a fraction and 
retighten the locking ring. 
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A The heavy tension spring is just visible behind 
the cast band wheel 



A The lower guides are easily accessible and are 
identical to the upper ones 



A The deep fence is easily set for square by minor 
adjustments to the running bar 


The table is fitted to a heavy double trunnion 
with a large box-spanner adjuster. The table is 
pretty heavy and I found the long welded 
handle allowed me to control the angle before 
locking it off with the Bristol lever. One slight 
niggle: the blade got pinched on the table 
insert. This is because it is so thick and the saw, 
being brand new, hadn't been cut to 
accommodate the tilting table so it needs a 
first cut to trim it for this. 

Jacking screws on this block ensure it sits 
dead flush to the table to prevent snagging on 
finer cutting jobs. 

Of course the features often found on the 
lighter trade and hobby machines are 
dispensed with in favour of a more Spartan 
tank-like construction to deal with the day in, 
day out heavy work it's capable of, and the 
jolly is no different. So there's no quick 
tension-release lever, 2-speed option or 
suchlike, but everything on the saw is heavily 
constructed from quality materials, with a 
continuous welded fabricated framework to 
maintain the tension under the load imparted 
to drive the blade up to 35mm wide. 


ACM Jolly 45 bandsaw 



A A basic needle indicates the tension setting. The 
top door has a viewing window to check this 



A All the guides have tool-free adjustment and can 
be finely set 



A This adjuster sets the table square to the blade 


On test 

I tested the saw on a variety of rip cuts in oak, 
and first off was a piece around 150mm deep, 
unseasoned, wet and heavy. It put the saw 
under good load as despite being fitted with a 
decent-quality skip-tooth blade, the sawdust 
built up and compacted around the blade and 
in the gullets as the dust was so wet. The saw 
slowed considerably, requiring a slower cutting 
speed, but it still made cut after cut. 

A similar but deeper piece, slightly drier, cut 
with ease, so I gave it a final workout cutting 
some thin slices from a 250mm-deep seasoned 
board of ash. I could feed at a constant speed, 
with excellent results, and with no vibration 
through the saw, leaving a very clean finish on 
the stock. 

Conclusion 

The ACM jolly 45 punches very well for its size; 
it's not the biggest out there in physical size, 
which will fit in well with anyone looking to get 
a premium saw that puts out decent 
performance and power without taking up 
premium space. 



A The tensioning wheel is large and easy 
to operate 



A Each door is microswitched but still has a lock to 
secure it 



A Cutting this wet oak caused the saw to slow as it 
clogged in the cut 


The Woodworking Verdict 


+ Heavy build; excellent quality; easy blade 
swaps 

- No resaw post; i6amp power supply needed; 
blade pinched on table insert 

Rating ★★★★ 

Typical price: £1994.50 

Motor: l.5hp 

Throat depth: 410mm 

Max cutting height: 280mm 

Table size: 420 x 580mm 

Blade length: 4000mm 

Blade speed: 3920 metres per minute 

Weight: 170kg 

Web: www.acm-uk.com 
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I Kit & Tools Smart Multi-Fit blades 




Smart ideas! 


Smart is making big inroads into 
the market of compatible blades 
for multitools 


▲ The Multifix head is designed to fit pretty 
well every manufacturers’ machines 


T he SMTX Multi-Fit 
design covers all the 
major manufacturers' 
retention systems for a 
'one blade fits all' option, 
giving you an alternative to own-brand 
designs that can be limited and expensive. 

Smart also offers alternative profiles to the 
SMTX if you do own a more obscure or older 
machine as well as the newer DeWalt design 
with the clipped rear opening slide-on style. 
This DeWalt style uses the same SMTX profile 
to cover the majority of models, but my test 
blades were the fully enclosed type. 

The massive range covers scraping, cutting 
metal, ceramics, and of course, wood as well 
as sanding so I looked at the more basic 
Piranha and Nail Buster Extreme. 

The Piranha has a heat-treated blade, much the 
same as a hardpoint handsaw, but is still prone 


to damage if it comes into contact 
with metal or masonry. However, 
it works well across hard- and 
softwoods and on plastics such as 
waste and down pipe. 

I found the blade to be durable, very sharp 
and fast-cutting in timber, even with its fine- 
tooth pattern, retaining its edge well. 

For increased durability the Nail Buster 
blade has a wavy-set hacksaw profile with a 
titanium coating. It can be used on fibreglass, 
gypsum and non-ferrous metals and of course, 
as the name suggests, nails. For reclaimed 
timber or cutting into work already in situ, it's 
an ideal choice. I used it to cut some skirting 
back after a new fireplace was installed, 
cutting cleanly through the timber and into 
the plaster behind without dulling. However, I 
found that even as durable and hard as these 
Nail Busters are, the newer hardened screws 
can still take the edge off of them so mild steel 
and softer metals are its forte if it is to last. 

It also has a finer tooth pattern than the 
purely wood-only styles so the cut, while 
clean, was marginally slower. The range 
includes some very affordable blade options, 
from lomm to 63mm wide and 42 to 67mm 
depth as well as some pricier specialist ones 
including diamond-coated for tiles and glass. 



▲ The Piranha blade has sharp hardpoint teeth, 
ideal for hard- and softwoods 



A Using the Nail Buster blade allows plunging 
cuts through into the plaster below 


Conclusion 

With such a wide range and quality, Smart has 
certainly made life easier, covering pretty well 
every model of machine out there into the 
bargain. 


The Woodworking Verdict 



A It’s easy to make long freehand cuts with the 
Smart blades 



A The resulting finish is clean and smooth 


+ Fast cutting; different blades for different 
materials 

- Can be expensive; some blades can be easily 
damaged on some materials 

Rating ★★★★ 

Typical price: Around £7.00 upwards 

(Nailbuster around £15.00, 
Piranha around £9.00) 

Blade cutting types: hardpoint, metal, 

diamond, ceramic, scrapers 

Blade widths: 10 mm -63 mm 

Blade styles: straight, cranked fan, crescent 

Web: www.smart-toolgroup.com 
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ADD A NEW DIMENSION 
TO YOUR WORK WITH 



Visit our 
Online Store 
Today*. 


Easy to use tools that do 
not require heat or power 


i address st 

oflNsafW 


Ideal wherever wood and steel can combine to make stylish... 
□ Furniture 

■ Clocks 

■ Signs 

■ Frames & Decorative Panels 

■ and so much more 

Call today for our free Catalogue and If you quote the promo code “MGWUfl 5' 
we will send you our new demo DVD free of charge 


J&CR Wood Ltd, Dept MGWW1 5, 66 Clough Road, HULL HUS 1 SR 
01482 345067 I lnfo@jandcrwood.co.uk 

www.metal-craft.co.uk 
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Teter Sefton*$* 0 
Furniture School com 


Woodworking 
Furniture Making 
Courses 


Learn to craft wood and make fine 
furniture on our long and short 
courses at purpose-built workshops 
in Worcestershire 


Short Courses Include 

French Polishing & Refinishing 
Wood Machining 
Dovetailing & Drawer Fitting 
Veneering& Laminating 
Chairmaking 
Routing 
Sharpening 
‘Make a Box’ 
‘Make a Table’ 
Beginners Course 


Veneering & Laminating 

4 day course 


John Rook 

9 month student 


Chairmaking 

5 day course 


Garry Rowberry 

9 month student 


Call us on 01684 591014 


orfind us online for information on all the courses 
www.peterseftonfurnitureschool.com 




The Threshing Barn, Welland Road, Upton upon Severn, Worcestershire, WR8 OSN 


Add the perfect 
finishing touch to 
your project. 



Let us take care of the drawers while you 
get on with the creative stuff... 

• High quality, bespoke dovetailed drawers 
available in Beech, Maple, Oak or Walnut 

• Choose from standard drawers, shaped sides 
or handle cut-outs 

• Fully finished, lacquered and ready to install 

• Each drawer built to your exact specification 

• Fast turnaround times 

Call us today for a quotation or 
visit proboxdrawers.co.uk 


Beech 


Handle cut-outs 


Available with or without 
runners. Choose from 
either Blum or Grass 
soft-close runners 



Shaped sides 




Tel: 01280 825776 

Email: probox@qs-sales.com 

www.proboxdrawers.co.uk 


Probox 














I Kit & Tools 



With the many drills on the n 
why does Andy think this one 
is so special? 


O f course no-one would admit to 

having a favourite child, but when it 
comes to tools I guess there's some 
room for manoeuvre... For sheer adaptability, 
Bosch has more than come out fighting to 
gain the title of my favourite drill with the 
GSR 18 V-EC FC2 Professional. It's not the first 
to have a multi- chuck option - Festool, Ryobi, 
Milwaukee and Metabo all offer variations - 
but Bosch has gone the extra mile to include 
an SDS adaptor within the setup. 

The drill body is diminutive with no chuck 
fitted, just 147mm long whereby it becomes a 





▲ Each chuck has a high-quality alloy connector 
that matches the connector on the drill 


A The chucks are secured with a twist- 
lock collar 


A The body has a standard 2 -speed selector 
switch and torque collar 





A This offset chuck will get as close as 11mm 
from an edge 


A You can rotate it to any position around the 
drill for different applications 


A For restricted areas the right-angle chuck is 
very handy 
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Bosch GSR 18V-EC FC 2 Professional drill 



A Like the offset chuck it can be repositioned 
for better access 



A As a direct-drive screwdriver it powers in 
concrete screws with ease- 


small but powerful screwdriver. This function is 
designed for standard Xin hex bits fitting 
directly to the drive spindle. It punches enough 
power to easily drive loomm concrete screws 
without lagging, and will drive them well 
below the surface of the timber. The power is 
enough that you feel the strain on your wrist 
as it bites rather that the drill limping along 
and stopping short. 

An impact function would certainly 
eliminate this, but the 5-in-i functions on offer 
that are based around a standard drill/driver 
body wouldn't allow it, and I guess that five 
functions is a decent enough offering! 

Eighteen positions 

The drill body has an 18-position torque collar 
for finer screwdriving work as well as a very 
responsive variable-speed trigger which works 
for me as it's a device I use extensively rather 
than torque-setting collars. 

For standard drilling jobs the 13mm capacity 
3-jaw chuck comes into play. It clips over the 
drive spindle and is held with a twist-lock 
collar, known as the FlexClick System, but you 
have to remove any screwdriver bit in the hex 
spindle first as each chuck has a hex drive 
within it that has to engage the spindle. 

Having to remove and re-insert the driver 
bits each time is the only real negative if you're 
engaged in a project that involves a lot of 
drilling and driving. 

A second 3-jaw chuck of identical build and 
capacity to the standard chuck is set at 90 0 for 
angled work into restricted areas and can be 
put into any of 16 positions to achieve 
optimum access. 

The manual doesn't state if it generates the 



A As a standard drill it works flawlessly and 
with power 



A. ..and is equally impressive driving into timber 


same amount of torque but it does indicate 
that to prevent damage to the gearbox a 
maximum torque setting of 18 should be used 
when setting metric bolts. 

I checked the tool by drilling 32mm holes 
into softwood and it lapped it up with ease so 
it should find favour with kitchen fitters 
especially where holes for pipes often need 
drilling into tight spots. 

However, to prevent damage to the machine 
I think the manual needs updating to reflect 
whether this particular chuck is designed to 
drill to the maximum 38mm capacity in wood 
that the standard chuck is capable of, as 
there's no reference to drilling capacity for this 
particular accessory. 

On this same kitchen fitting theme, 
screwing tightly against an edge or into a 
corner follows hand in hand with kitchen work 
and the third head, again able to sit in 16 
different positions around the drill spindle, will 
get into any restricted spots. 

This chuck has a hex driver bit holder with a 
pullback sleeve chuck to secure the driver bits, 
and will work with the shorter 25mm ones to 
keep the overall length to a minimum. 

SDS head masterstroke 

But to make it the all-singing-all-dancing drill 
that it is, the SDS head is the masterstroke. 
Again, it utilises the FlexClick retention, and at 
146mm long it does extend the drill length to 
almost double when fitted, but this is to 
account for the SDS mechanism within it. It 
operates in identical fashion to a standard SDS 
drill so is very efficient. 

The impact rating isn't the biggest at only 
1 joule, buttesting it into 7Nm concrete blocks 



A The SDS chuck is powerful, quick and efficient 
for masonry work 



A There's also plenty of power on right-angle 
applications, easily drilling 32mm holes 


with a 6.5mm drill while doing a bit of a refurb 
in the garden was fast and very efficient, and it 
will drill up to 10mm into masonry 
applications, ideal for most work involving any 
wall plug applications especially. 

Conclusion 

Despite the obvious kitchen connotations that 
the multi chucks offer, anyone who wants to 
travel light while retaining a gamut of options 
will find appeal in this setup. 

Whether around the house or especially for 
the jobbing chippy doing a lot of different work 
on a daily basis from snagging or domestic 
refurbishment situations such as new 
bathroom fittings, curtain rails and so forth, or 
new work such as fitting locks, assembling and 
fitting flatpack furniture and other such 
applications it's all in one box, and it does a 
cracking job across all its functions so gets top 
marks from me. 



+ Multiple chucks for all bases; high quality; 
compact design; everything in one machine 

- Driver bit needs to be removed when fitting 
chucks 

Rating ★★★★★ 

Typical price: £480.00 with all chucks and 
2x4Ah batteries 
Max torque: soNm 
Speeds: 0-500, 0-i700rpm 
Max impacts: 4800 bpm 
Chuck capacity: 13mm 
Max drill in wood: 38mm 
Max masonry: 10mm 
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^Yandles 


TIMBER | TOOLS I MACHINERY I HOBBY I GIFTS 


Yandles of Martock will be holding one of the largest dedicated 
Woodworking Shows in the UK on Friday 4th, 10am - 5pm 
and Saturday 5th September, 10am - 4pm • 2015 



The event will be 
held in our historic Sawmill 


O ur events attract around 6000 visitors 
from throughout the UK and Europe 
and gives Members of the Public and 
Professional Woodworkers a chance to 
see what is going on in the Woodworking 
World with free entry and parking. 

There will be in the region of 50 manufacturers 
attending, including well-known names such as 
Record Power, Charnwood, Robert Sorby and 
Triton to more specialist company’s such as Hot 
Spot UK, who specialise in Wood burners for the 
workshop and Miles Craft. 

See all their latest 
equipment and take 
advantage of their special 
offers. This coupled 
with a show discount on 
timber and shop stock 
makes it an opportunity 
not to be missed. 



We are very excited about our show line-up 
which includes Phil Irons , Simon Hope, Andy 
Rounthwaite and Andy Coates demonstrating 
Woodturning. We also are pleased to announce 
that we have the author of letter Carving Andrew 
J. Hibberd demonstrating, part sponsored by GMC, 
who will be providing their wide variety of books 
to satisfy all of our Woodworking Visitors interests. 

For something different , this year we have 
a hurdle maker attending along with a Willow 
demonstrator plus many more stands and 
demonstrations. Watch them as they show off 
their amazing talents and get motivation from 
their ideas. 

This event is open to everyone, with FREE 
PARKING & ENTRY, as we feel very strongly that 
you shouldn’t have to pay to browse and shop. 

We also think that with so many visitors and 
exhibitors expected to attend, our Show gives a 
major boost to the local economy which is so 
important in this economic climate. 


The Hobby shop, after the success of the last 
show are again offering mini taster sessions from 
wet needle felting to Dorset button making. If 
someone in your party is not so interested in the 
wood working side why not book them a session 
by phoning 01935 822207 and asking for the 
Hobby shop. 

Hobby demonstrations will be taking place 
during the day, also don’t miss the chance to 
visit our 303 Gallery which offers a wonderful 
array of local Craftsmen’s work. 

Don’t miss out on an inspirational day out, 
put it in your diaries now! 

For further information 
please contact: 

David Mounstephen 
on 01935 822207 

or e-mail: 

jane@yandles.co.uk 

or check out our 
website on: 

www.yandles.co.uk 






RPRESS 

DEVELOPMENTS^ 


Veneer & Laminate all your flat and curved panels with the 
UK's number 1 Vacuum Pressing Systems 


BenchPress Vacuum 
Membrane Press 


Veneering and Laminating 
Adhesives 


Portable Vacuum 
Presses 
(Bag systems) 


Spreaders 


Call us for advice and information or see our full range of Vacuum Presses 

on our website: www.airpress.co.uk 

Tel + 44 (0)1725514426 Email: info@airpress.co.uk 





Precisa 6.0 / 6.0 VR / 4.0 - Professional Precision Sawbenches 

Designed in Germany - Manufactured in Germany - Proven in Germany 


No other classic circular sawbench comes close when compared to the Scheppach Precise 6,0. This ultimate circular sawbench boasts a massive 
solid cast iron table: accuracy to within 1 /1 0th mm: 1 1 0 mm depth of cut on solid timbers: up to 1 1 00 mm cutting width and 1 400 mm length of cutting 
stroke with appropriate optional attachments. An adjustable 8-15 mm grooving cutterhead and pre-scoring with integral motor unit is: also available 
on request. Scheppach Precisa Series circular sawbenches are simply the best investment you can make in a classic circular sawbench If quality, 
precision and performance are included in your priority list. Why would you even consider compromising? 



WElftffiuulffeiiff 


Precisa 6.0 

c/w optional Sliding Table Canriage 
& Table Width Extension 
Professional Series 


Optional 0-1 5mm adjustable grooving 
putter. {PRODUO twin guard assa 
required for grooving. Part no, 

■ 5460 nooj. 


2 separate frand wheels for 
precise height & angle settings. 


what they say: 

*1 looked of a number of other machines A 
seriously considered a ** which was £1000.00 
cheaper but which is made in China, After 
considering oil the qualify A performance issues 
I chose ihe Precisa 6,0 A can assure you if is one 
of the best decisions / have ever made, itk t 
worth every extra penny - and 1 mean thatf 
Mt AC. Wilts. 

** Weft Known respected ftrffiEsti brand 1 name quoted 
but withheld by NMA. 


Micro fence setting scale to 
within 1/1 0th mm caSbratfens. 


Jualitatsprodukte 

;eit1927 


Optional pre-scoring unit wilh 
integral ir>otor. Precisa 6.0 VR 
model only, Cannot be retro-fitted. 


Upgrade to sliding table 
carrtoge with arliculutod arm. Add 
£295.00 if ordered wilh Ihe machine. 


Precise 4.0 -P-2 
Professional Series 


Precisa 3,0 - P-1 
Workshop Series 


Model 

Product Group 
Series 

Specification includes 

lat pflr quoted price) 

HP 

240v / 41 5v 

Depth of cut & 

Length of stroke 

Price Exc 
VAT 

Plus Carnage 

Price fnc 
VAT 

P3u 5. Carriage 

Precisa 3,0 P-! 

Workshop 

inc Sic + twe + TLE [see below for explanation) 

3,5 / N/A 

90 min x 1400 mm 

£.1 207.50 

£1449.00 

Precisa 4.0 P-1 

Professional 

Inc 1.4m STC + TLE (ditto] 

3.5 / 5.2 

£7 mm.-xSCO mm 

£1775.00 

£2130.00 

Precisa 4.0 P-2 

Professional 

Inc 1 .4m STC 4 TWE + TLE (ditto) 

3.5 / 5.2 

87 mm x 300 mm 

£1980.00 

£2376,00 

Precisa 6.0 P-1 

Professional 

Inc 2m STC + TLE (ditto) 

4.0 / 6.5 

1 10 mm x 1400 mm 

£2416,67 

£2900,00 

Precisa 6.0 P-2 

Professional 

Inc 2m STC 4 TWE 4 tle (ditto) 

4,0/ 6.5 

1 10 mm x 1400 mm 

£2590.00 

£3108.00 

Precisa 6.0 VR P-1 

Professional 

Inc 2m STC 4 TWE +■ TLE + seraer [ditto ( 

4.0 / 6.5 
+ HP scorer 

1 ID mm x 1 400 mm 

£2890,00 

£3463.00 


STC - Sliding Table Carnage. TWE - Table Width Extension,. TLE - Table Length Extension. 

Scheppach Precisa 3.0 is designed by scheppach in Germany but made in Ctirna where scheppach resident engineers oversee manufacturing quality control. Predso 3.0 has the same 
warranty as Professional Seres. Scheppach machines have been said and serviced in Ihe UK by NMA since 1972. Go io nmataols.ca.ufc and see what users say about NMA unprecedented s 


nma www.nmatools.co.uk Phone: 01484 400 488 

agencies ltd Birds Royd Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire. HD6 1LQ Email: sales@nmauk.com 








Funny old thing: the other 
day, I’d stopped by at Peter 
Quinn’s Furniture Craft School 
(6I/I/275) when another visitor 
dropped into the workshop. 
After the usual pleasantries, 
during which he introduced 
himself as a psychiatrist, he 
showed an interest in some of 
the pieces that the students 
make on the course. 
Approaching a small, Shaker- 
style table made in pearwood, 
his first guestion to Peter was: 
"Is it stable?” and fora 
moment I thought that he 
might be asking whether 
fruitwood is prone to all sorts 
of neurotic behaviour. As it 
turned out... 


Sense & 
sensibility 


h 


Dave Roberts, Consultant Editor 


e was enquiring about the 
knack for ensuring that the legs 
of a piece of furniture are all 
the same length. Oh, how we laughed. 
However, out of curiosity- and half-thinking of 
the troublesome sapient variety in the late 
Terry Pratchett's Discworld novels - I checked 
on the magical properties of pearwood: 
apparently, it's considered a very 'grounded' 
timber in spiritual terms, helping us to achieve 
clarity and simplicity, which would mean that 
it is, in fact, a timber perfectly in sympathy 
with a Shaker-style side table. 

Leaving aside the folkloric qualities which 
have been ascribed to pearwood, even the 
least fey of furniture makers will appreciate its 
working properties: its relative uniformity from 
sapwood to heartwood; the ability of its fine, 
untroublesome grain to take detail from sharp 
tools and reward accurate work; its colour - 
which is warmed and made even more 
consistent by steaming - and readiness to take 
a finish - though oiling, I'm told, can lead to 
patchiness. No-one could doubt, either, its 
value as an accent timber when its quiet 
appearance is used to balance the figure of a 
livelier wood. 

Touched by a spark... 

Trick cyclists being what they, of course, 

Peter's visitor - had he been a woodworker - 
might've crooked an eyebrow and hinted 
darkly at pearwood's formative years and its 
temperamental reaction to air-drying. Terry 
Porter's Wood: Identification & Use tells us, for 



You get the idea: the cross section of one of 
George’s table legs showing the 3 -dimensional 
'sunburst’ of its stepped tapers 

instance, that it is slow drying and will warp 
and distort unless the stacks are weighted, 
which is why it responds better to kiln drying. 
On the other hand, pearwood was a timber 
much valued by the Immortal Krenov, 
especially in its unsteamed form which, Krenov 
maintained, has "more charm” though less 
predictability in terms of its colour. When he 
found the delicate flashes of colour in planks of 
pearwood, a touch of warp was of secondary 
importance to him: "Don't machine that 
surface!” he warned; squaring up the timber 
would probably remove the interest which in 
all likelihood lies in only the very surface of the 
board. Instead, his recommendation was to, 
"hand plane [the plank] following the warp; if 
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possible, make careful saw cuts on each side of 
the colour (so as not to spoil its pattern)... then 
re-saw to a thickness which is suitable for, let 
us say, a single door containing that rare 
pattern. An odd, fascinating door,” he went on, 
“and a bit twisted, yes - but so nice! The 
beginning of an unexpected cabinet. The germ 
of a finished piece in that little bit of colour 
which might so easily have been lost. You have 
been touched by the spark of colour,” Mr K 
proclaimed, circling back from the practical to 
the personal with that trademark sensitivity to 
his craft that only the squarest of 
woodworkers dare resist. After all, as Keats - 
almost - said, all mysteries are spoiled by too 
much rule and line. 

...but scarred by bubinga 

Talking of rule and line, while I was at Peter's I 
spotted a drawing taped up behind the 
workbench of George Morgan, who's coming 
to the end of his year-long course at the 



Bubinga's interlocked grain made hand planing 
the tapers a real chore; you can see where a 
custom cutter would’ve saved a lot of blood 
and sweat 


school. The drawing is of his final project, a 
table that incorporates a 'stepped taper' in its 
drawer fronts, legs, and apron - a three- 
dimensional variation on an Art Deco sunburst 
almost, and an example of one of those 
simple-seeming details whose visual impact, 
particularly in combination, is very striking. 

'Simple-seeming' is the operative phrase, 
mind: George's difficulty has been in cutting 
the tapers; he abandoned his early attempts to 
create a jig that would allow them to be cut on 
the spindle moulder, not least because it 
involved multiple jigs and at least three passes 
per piece to achieve the step and taper - I 
suppose if you were going into production 
you'd commission somewhere like Wealden 
Tools, which we met last month, to make a 
spindle moulder cutter to produce the stepped 
profile, and only need a jig to achieve the 
taper - but in the end George decided to do 
the job by hand using a batten to guide a 
shoulder plane. 

Working by hand will always get there, they 
say, but the table's bubinga made a trial of 
every single taper: its tough, interlocking grain 
quickly dulls the edge on cutting tools, which 
need to be kept sharp to avoid tearout, and 
working so close to the guide took its toll on 
George's knuckles - die-hard hand-tool workers 
take note: I'm led to believe that prize fighters 
used to harden the skin of their knuckles with 
wintergreen. 

You can find out more about Peter and the 
FCS course in the school's video, which is at 
www.furniturecraftschool.co.uk, and also 
includes that little pearwood table. See what 
you think: it looks pretty stable to me; I don't 
think it's having any difficulty coping with 
celebrity. 


Snakes alive! 

A couple of months ago (61/1/293), I 
mentioned having joined Mark Gould in 
Mile End where he'd organised a Wood 
Mizerto mill some London plane, during 
the course of which a few of the cuts 
revealed one of the timber's most 
attractive qualities, the lacewood formed 
by the medullary rays in quartersawn 
boards. I recently came across some plane 
veneers with this figure in them; picking up 
the pack, which must've been six or seven 
feet long, was like handling a live snake 
such was the scintillation of the lacewood 
as the veneer bent and caught the light 
- movement that can't be captured in still 
photos, of course, but at least you can see 
what the figuring looks like. 

These veneers came from Hythe 
Veneering (www.hythe-veneering.co.uk), 
though if you have a veneering project in 
mind you might also like to know about 
Capital Crispin Veneer (www.capitalcrispin. 
com), which is new to me, but comes 
highly recommended. 



The medullary rays of quartersawn London 
plane produce this striking figure, or 
lacewood, seen here in the unfinished state... 



...and here backlit to try to give an 
impression of the depth created by the 
timber’s perpendicular rings and vessels 
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Solutions 


Elephants and 
other animals 


Stephen Simmons 

shares the 
techniques he uses 
when restoring 
gods and creatures 



▲ Pic.i Beautifully carved, but what a pity about the previous repairs 



used to enquiries about 
long-case docks and 
bureaux. But what's wrong with the odd 
pachyderm? Animals - including human - forms 
in wood have a long history dating back to 
ancient Egyptian tombs and medieval 
polychrome saints. You're not likely to get much 
opportunity to work on anything ancient, rare, 
sacred and valuable but there's still a lot of other 
livestock out there. Animals provide a change 
from wooden furniture and can be fun as well 
as providing new challenges, testing your 
imagination and widening your range of skills. 

Elephants are surprisingly common, being 
represented as souvenirs of 19th- and early 
20th-century colonial service in India. Families 
of them trooped across many a British 
sideboard or mantelpiece. They were usually 
carved in a local hardwood, sometimes crudely 
but often with finesse - the beauties here with 
the realistic trunks are in ebony. There were 
three problems: detached ears had been 
screwed back on; some additional but original 
shellac filler was beginning to flake; and a 
couple of tusks were missing. 

Screw dilemma 

The over-large screws were locked tight and 
none of the standard methods of release - 
including further tightening before anti- 
clockwise easing or heating and cooling the 
screws - would get them to budge. If this 
happens, don't be afraid to change your 
plans... it's a strength not a weakness. There's 
always a risk of doing more damage by 
applying excessive force... and there is usually 
an alternative approach. 

Although unsightly both affected ears had 
been accurately re-set and from this point of 
view there was no actual need to get the 



▲ Pic. 2 Broken anatomical parts can pose 
clamping challenges, so try contact glue 


screws out and start again, so it became a 
question of disguise. As the screws were barely 
countersunk I drilled their heads out a little to 
provide a deeper hole for Liberon vegetable 
black shellac filler. This sort of repair is rarely 
invisible on a shiny black surface like this but a 
bit of subsequent burnishing helped a good 
deal. I'd have to have done exactly the same to 
make good the damage done by the screw had 
I been able to get it out so nothing was lost by 
a change of tactic. 

Flaky shellac 

The same shellac filler was used to make good 
the flaking original that had been used to round 
some features of one of the animals (Pic.i). The 
use of filler was something of a design fault: 
filler is intended for steep-sided holes rather 
than shallow depressions as here. I raked more 
out until I reached sound and stable filler and 
coated the area with shellac polish before 
re-filling to improve adhesion. The margins of 
the filler could be disguised within carved folds 
of the animal's body, which made blending in 
much easier than the work on the ears. 

Absent tusks 

Missing tusks are the most frequent ailment 
- all four of my grandmother's elephant family 
had lost theirs and had the indignity of 
sporting matchsticks instead. The technique 
for replacing them is straightforward. Artificial 
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Animal & deity restoration 


ivory can be a bit tricky to form but sycamore 
works a treat. Its grain makes it look quite 
realistic, and even more so once bleached, 
given a couple of coats of transparent French 
polish and burnished. 

Clamping old shapes 

You met the Chinese god of crossing sweepers 
in (jl/l/256, after he'd been cleaned, but he was 
initially in the workshop with a broken foot 
(Pic. 2 ). I've included him again because he is 
an ideal illustration of the problem of clamping 
odd shapes. 

Always work out how best to apply 
sustained opposed pressure before getting the 
glue out. You may need to use a bit of 
imagination but I find that stout rubber bands 
and masking tape can be remarkably effective. 

The general problem with animals and gods 
is that, unlike furniture, they have protruding 
anatomical parts that are susceptible to 
breakage and it is one of the few areas of 
restoration where there is a good case for using 
modern contact adhesives. Pieces can be held 
in place by hand for the necessary short time. 

Rocking horse challenge 

Rocking horses are possibly the most common 
wooden animals and their restoration 
demands a wide range of different techniques 
and materials from carving and painting to 
saddlery, from gesso to horsehair. 

The beast here (Pics .3 and 4) arrived in a 
sorry state: dirty, no saddlery, no mane or tail 
and one ear missing - those protruding 
anatomical bits again. On the other hand, the 
body was sound with not a single crack 
between its constituent wooden blocks, the 
stand and rocking mechanism were intact and, 
mercifully, no legs were broken. It also came 
with a very specific brief from the clients: it 
wasn't to be over-restored. 

Chips were acceptable 

The battered stand could be fettled and 
repainted but under no circumstances was the 
body to be touched except for cleaning. The 
odd chip was quite acceptable. 

The original was realistically hand-painted 
rather than gaudily stencilled and couldn't be 
bettered. Their only concession was to have 
the faded red inside the nostrils retouched. 

There are two aspects worth highlighting, 
neither of them difficult. The first is the 
leatherwork. You can buy everything off the 
peg from rocking horse suppliers but if you're 
restoring a horse for your children or 
grandchildren you may want something a bit 
different, so using non-standard materials was 
also part of the brief here. We cut the good 
bits from worn pony harness and re-assembled 
them to measure. The saddle was a relic from 
my schooldays, the remains of a thick leather 
50-year-old satchel. 

Mane and tail 

The second feature is the mane and tail. We'd 



▲ Pic.3 Keep it stable: it's best to remove the horse from the rockers when working on it 



▲ Pic. 4 It may look unconventional but the original mane and tail were in wool rather than 
horsehair 


assumed that they would be in the traditional 
horsehair but on cleaning out the hole for the 
tail and channel for the mane the remnants 
were definitely of wool. The horse had been in 
the clients' family from new and they were 
certain that it hadn't been restored before. 
They liked the idea of horsehair but finally 
went for the wool in the nearest three colours 
and proportions we could get to the original. 


Further info 

For its illustrations and general clarity 
I'd recommend 

Restoring rocking horses 

by Clive Green and Anthony Drew, 
GMC Publications, 

1992, ISBN 0 946819 31 9 (paperback) 
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Solutions 


Slope arms 


After the precision 
needed for his 
chair’s seat and 
back angle |eff 
Gorman can have 
a bit of fun with 
the arms - so long 
as those shoulder 
tenons are right 

W hile working on my design-as- 
you-go chair over the last few 
issues, I realised that although 
items such as seat dimensions 
and the angle of the back had been decided 
by the physiques of the intended users, with 
elbows being bendy things, I had some scope 
in fixing the slope of the arms. The templet 
and a temporary seat helped me to physically 
explore the possibilities until I decided that I 
liked this somewhat exaggerated angle (Pic.i) 
that gave it a bit of a sprightly character. 

Drilling the arms 

Having completed the arm, I've been occupied 
in forming shouldered tenons on the tops of 
the legs and drilling correctly angled sockets. 
The ever-useful 'angle block' established that 
the arms are inclined at 8° to the horizontal. 

Its magnetic base was very handy while 
setting the drill table to the same slope. 
Anticipating that the drill's downwards force 
would tend to shift the job downhill, I took the 
precaution of cramping the job down (Pic.2). 
Please note that the arm's 'elbow end' faces to 
the right. 

To offer a firm seating to the leg tenon's 
shoulders, I needed to counterbore the under 
surface, but at the start of the operation I 
could not exactly know where to insert the 
centre of the flat bit (Pic.3) I solved this by first 
drilling a 13mm blind hole almost through the 
top of the arm and followed right through the 
workpiece with a 3mm drill registered in the 
drill spur's dimple. After turning the job over 



1 



ansi 


EH7 

When gauging 
the tenon 
shoulder use a 
gauge with a 
point sharpened 
to act as a cutting 
gauge. See 
61/1/202:19 for 
more. 


◄ Pic. 1 A steel band 
cramp temporarily 
holds the post & rail 
chair together while 
Jeff experiments with 
the arm's slope 




APic. 2 Here Jeff is preparing to start with a 
blind hole for the leg's tenon 


APic. 3 You have to be super-careful when 
trimming the counterbore 
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Shoulder tenons 




APic. 4 Using the marking gauge, scribe the 
tenon shoulder 


APic. 5 Saw a very shallow kerf to form the 
shoulder line 


APic. 7 You need to check the filing with a 
Vernier calliper gauge 


and moving its elbow end to the left, I used 
the 3mm exit hole to centre the flat bit and cut 
the shallow counterbore. To complete the hole 
I finished with the 13mm drill. 


Drilling a blind hole 

To set the drill's depth stop I've previously 
touched the drill's point on a gauge block 
seated on the table (Gl/l/199), but since this 
won't work on an inclined surface I had to use 
a less positive procedure. Firstly I fitted the 
drill in the chuck and put some clean-surfaced 
packing underthe job. 

Next, I raised the drill table until the drill's point 
was a short distance from the work surface. After 
setting the dial to zero, I lowered the drill until 
it touched the surface and noted the reading 
(inset on Pic.2). Next, I added the intended 
hole depth to this reading, thus working out 
the length of the drill's intended travel. Finally, 

I turned the dial to register this value against 
the index line and firmly locked it in place. This 
set the limit for the drill's movement. 


Filing the tenon 

In my view, working long and slender pieces on 
a lathe is a job for a more expert turner than 
me so I formed the legs and rails using rotary 
planes and tapered them with a trapping 
plane. If I owned a lathe, turning a tenon on 


APic. 8 Jeff drives a leather punch to form a 
perfectly round tenon 


the end of the legs would have been a doddle, 
but I rather enjoyed the challenge of doing the 
job by hand. 

I first gauged the shoulder (Pic.4) and 
gingerly sawed a very shallow kerf while 
supporting the job with a V block on the sawing 
board (Pic.5)- With the leg in the vice, I used an 
old metalworker's trick of slipping a washer 
over the leg's stem to bring its surface slightly 
above the shoulder line (Pic. 6 ). Although I 
usually find the dreadnought file a valued part 
of my kit, I soon learned that it ripped the 
wood too fiercely so swapped it for a 
metalworker's bastard file. Since I intended 
that the end of the tenon should show on the 
surface of the arm, I needed an accurately 
round tenon to make an immaculate fit. 

After wondering how I was going to get this, 

I had an Eureka! moment and discovered that I 
had a leather punch of just the right diameter 
(Pic. 8 ). Not daring to experiment on the actual 
job, I first tried the idea on a trial leg and was 
delighted to see that it worked. During the trial 
I learnt to file so as to produce a slightly 
tapering tenon whose top eventually could 
only just fit inside the punch. I think I was 
successful because, thinking it risky to expect 
too much of the punch, I frequently checked 
with the calliper gauge (Pic.7) and gently filed 
most of the surface to within half a millimetre 



APic. 6 The washer protects the shoulder face 
while the file does its job 



APic. 9 When tuning the tenon's fit, Jeff avoided 
scraping its tip 


of the final diameter. 

Although I was glad to find I'd made the 
tenons a squeaky-tight fit, I knew from 
experience that to twist a slender dowel-like 
piece in a very tight hole is to ask for a split 
workpiece. Believing that the file would 
remove too much wood, I tuned the fit by 
lightly scraping the tenon with my penknife 
(Pic.9). I'm now looking forward to trying out 
an idea for a couple of small decorative details 
before polishing, gluing up, and then weaving 
the seat. 

jargon busting 

Blind hole: One that does not pass right 
through a workpiece. 

Information 

You can find out about the antecedents of 
this chair at http://www.amgron.clra.net/ 
projects/Chairs/TomSuttonChair.htm. You 
can source an adjustable Steel Band Cramp 
at Tilgear - www.tilgear.net 

NexUjjonti^^^ 

Jeff's slender spindles call for a trapping 
plane 
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Competition 


Tool chest, tools and a 
course with David Savage 

Worth over £3000 

Could you be classed as Britain’s most deserving young woodworker? 

If so you could be in with a chance to win an amazing tool chest, 
a full set of hand tools and a week’s Basics Course at Rowden 




Many young people want to make but cant get going for lack of tools and knowledge. In 
recognition of this, leading course provider and designer-maker David Savage is hoping to find 
one such young person and give her or him a flying start. The lucky winner will be set up for life 
thanks to the prize of a beautiful tool chest to be made by famed American maker Chris Schwarz 
who is working with students at a 2 -week summer school at David's workshops at Rowden, 

Devon from 24 August to 4 September. Chris is donating the tool chest that he will be 
constructing and David has committed to gathering together a tool box with a full kit of tools. In 
addition the winner will be put up for a week during a One Week Basics Course at Rowden worth 
£750. The course covers sharpening and use of hand tools. 

As David says: “Sharpening is an important gateway towards you gaining control of the cutting 
edge. At the end of the week, most, if not all, your tools will be sharp and you'll know howto use 
them. Bench planes and chisels are called hand tools for a reason, so how you and your body 
interact with them is especially important for getting the most out of them. We will teach you 
how to hold them correctly and the proper stance for bench work. We use bench planes for 
flattening timber, and here you will learn how to work a truly flat surface, plane an adjacent flat 
surface at right angles, and create a dimensioned component, all with these basic tools. Respond 
to the material, to this bit of wood. We will teach you to cut it the way it wants to be cut and 
you'll understand why that is essential." 

That's why Good Woodworking is offering David the space to promote this exciting competition 
to give an aspiring young woodworker the chance to begin a challenging furniture-making career. 


HOW TO ENTER 


Entrants must be under 25 years by the competition closure date of 18 November 2015. All you have to do is write up to 250 words setting out why 
you would benefit from the prize, including a note of any prior experience. David is looking for someone with a passion for making. You or someone 
applying on your behalf will need to show that passion with photos and drawings. The aim is to put this box of tools in the hands of someone who 
needs them and will use them with care and pride. The winner will be chosen jointly by David Savage and by GW's Editor, Andrea Hargreaves. 


Tool chest competition GW0815 

Good Woodworking 
MyTimeMedia Ltd 
PO Box 269 
Haslingden 
Rossendale 
Lancashire BB4 ODJ 

The person judged most to benefit from the prize will receive 
the tool chest, toolbox and course 

The closing date for entries is 18 November 2015 

Only one entry per person; multiple entries will be discarded. Employees of 
MyTimeMedia Ltd and David Savage are not eligible to enter this competition. 


Please attach the coupon below to your entry: 

Name 

Date of birth 

Address 


Daytime telephone. 
Mobile 


Postcode. 


Email address 

Please ensure your personal details are correct as they will be used to contact you if you win. 

By supplying your email/address/telephone number, you agree to receive communications 
from MyTimeMedia Ltd and other carefully selected third parties. 

If you do NOT wish to be contacted by Good Woodworking and MyTimeMedia Ltd, please tick here: email □ post □ phone □. 
If you do NOT wish to be contacted by carefully selected third parties, please tick here: email □ post □ phone □. 

For our full Privacy Policy and Terms and Conditions, please go to www.getwoodworking.com 
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GIVING YOU EVEN MORE 




LSI 01 6 

260mm 

LS1016L 

260mm with Laser 

LSI 21 6 

305mm 

LS1216L 

305mm with Laser 


DXT 


Laser marker 
(LSI 01 6L and 
LSI 21 6L only) 


Deep and Exact Cutting Technology 


Mitre range of 
60 degrees right 
and 52 degrees left. 


Quick vertical vice 


Horizontal handle with 
rubberised soft grip for 
better control 


The double sliding mechanism 

Vibration-free, precise and exact 
cutting. Compact design with 
massive cut capacity. 6 linear ball 
bearings are used to support the 
4 poles for a smooth and precise 
sliding cut. 


/ The upper and the lower 
sections slide independently 
/ for greater flexibility with 
/' different sized workpieces. 


WATCH THE 
VIDEO ONLINE 


Adjustable Wheeled Stand 
DEAWST06 

• For LS0714, LS0815, LSI 01 6, LSI 01 8, 

LSI 21 6, LSI 040, DLS713and MLS100 

• Lightweight aluminium only 16kg 

• Dimensions: 1 ,150 (L) x 750 (W) x 850mm (H) 



Makita DXT Saws 

Scan the QR code or visit 
www. makitauk. com 



Visit www.makitauk.com 
to register for your Makita 
3 Year Warranty. 

Terms and conditions apply. 
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Follow Makita UK 





Woodwork foundations 



Tails in hiding 

This month Michael Huntley advances your dovetail know-how 
so you can cut the laps that hide the tails, and makes a drawer 



A Pic.i An old lapped 
dovetail pinboard (aka 
drawer front) with 
planted-on lipping. 
Notice how the groove 
for the drawer bottom 
comes out in a tail so 
that it is not seen. 
Notice also the half 
pins at the outside 
edges 


L ast month we looked at simple 

dovetails of the type found in early or 
roughly made furniture. The principle 
of dovetails is that the piece of timber 
bearing the load has a tapering shape on it 
that cannot be pulled through the narrow gap 
in the other attached piece of timber. The big 
advantage of a dovetail is that it doesn't need 
to be cramped while the glue is drying and 
that it has mechanical strength. 

Better dovetails have more than one tail and 
don't show through on both timbers. These 
are called lapped dovetails and are the kind 
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Lapped dovetails 



A Pic. 2 Set up the pinboard in a vice to the same height as a plane on its side 



A Pic.3 This shows the amount of set-back that the tailboard has in order 
to create the lap 





Pics The tails marked out and the waste marked with an X 


Setting out 



A Pic. 4 Dividing the space inside the 6mm half-pins into five equal 
divisions. This ruler method will work for any number of divisions 

The full instructions for mathematical setting out are in )oyce or 
Cosman but don't get too hung up on the maths - yet! 

Here is an easy method. Mark a line on each side of the tailboard 
6mm in from the edges. This will be the outer tip of the outside 
tails. On the basis that the tails will be about lomm wide at the 
tops, make a guess at how many you can fit in across the width. Let 
us say you can fit five tails in. Use a ruler to divide the available 
space into five equal strips (Pic. 4 ), and then set out the tails using a 
dovetail gauge or a sliding bevel. Beginners should start with a slope 
of 1:6 for the tails. Don't make the pins too small in an effort to 
make exotic dovetails! Get the hang of things first before finessing. 
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Woodwork foundations 



A Pic. 6 Cutting the tails with the board angled so that the A Pic.7 Marking the saw cuts onto the pinboard in the old-fashioned way 

saw line is vertical 




A Pic. 8 Cutting the lapped pins 


A Pic.g Cleaning back to the shoulder line of the tails with a vertical cut 


that are usually found on drawers. The pin 
board is cut with a Tap' left in place, which 
hides the ends of the tails (Pic.i). As these are 
the most commonly found dovetails today, 
these are what we will be making this time. 
There are many other versions of dovetails but 
when you can cut the lapped sort cleanly you 
will be able to work out the rest from books. 

When constructing a drawer the sides are 
usually thinner than the front. Prepare side and 
front timbers true and square. Make them the 
same height, unless you are thinking of adding a 
lipping or having the drawer fronts overhanging 
the carcase rails, see Joyce's The Technique of 
Furniture Making for details of this. 


Planning dovetails 

Once all the timber is prepared you need to 
plan the dovetails. Try and copy the spacing 
from a good-quality drawer. There are several 
methods for setting out the spacing, but it is 
easier to begin with if you just copy an existing 
spacing if you have one. Note that the top and 
bottom pins will be 'half-pins' (Pic.i again). 

As I said last month, it is easier to start with 
the tails. Set up the pinboard in the vice 
alongside a plane on edge (Pic. 2 ). Place the 
tailboard on the plane and bring it up to the 
pinboard. Set it back from the front edge of the 
pinboard by 5mm (Pic. 3 ). That 5mm will be the 
lap, so the end of the tailboard will also be 


extended backwards by 5mm. You need to take 
account of this when setting out the depth of 
the drawer, but be aware that it is good practice 
to have the drawers a little short anyway. 

Cutting joint 

Mark out the tails (Pic.5) and cut them (Pic. 6 ). 
Notice that it is easier to slant the board such 
that the marks are all vertical and cut all of 
one side first, then slant the board the other 
way and cut the other side of the tails. 

Before you clean up the waste in the sockets, 
set the pinboard in a vice with the tailboard 
propped up on a plane. Align everything 
perfectly and use your saw to mark through the 
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Lapped dovetails 





A Pic. 10 Cleaning the lapped sockets going 
down first... 


A Pic. 11 ...and then coming in horizontally 


A Pic. 12 Cleaning into the corners: you will 
need both a right- and a left-handed skew 


tail saw cuts onto the pinboard (Pic.7). This is a 
speedy way of doing the marking, but if you are 
more comfortable cleaning up the tailboard 
waste first and using a knife, continue to do 
what you are happy with. Try each method and 
see which you prefer. Make sure you pencil 
mark the waste clearly so that you don't clean 
up the wrong bit! Remember which side of the 
saw mark to cut - always cut in the waste with 
the edge of the saw just touching the line. 

Now cut across the bottom of the waste with 
a piercing or coping saw. A piercing saw will 
allow you to use the longer part of a broken 
blade, but a coping saw is adequate. Chop out 
the waste in the same way we did last month. If 
you want to pare back to the line, do so across 
the grain (Pic.9), not down the grain from the 
'top' of the pins - there is a much larger chance 
of splitting out if you pare down the grain. 

On the pinboard, saw across as far as the lap 
and go down the inside face only. When 
sawing you can only saw at an angle and must 
stop at the lap (Pic.8). Once the saw cuts are in 
place you can start to chop out the waste. The 
method is to chop down once (Pic.io), and 
then chop horizontally once (Pic.il). Do this 
for all apertures. You may need a dovetail skew 
chisel to get into the far corners (Pic.12). Once 
clean the joint can then be assembled (Pic. 13 ). 


I 


Resources 

Ernest joyce: The Technique of Furniture 
Making , Batsford, 1987 
Rob Cosman: Hand-cut Dovetails, 
American Craftsman Publications, 2008 


NEXT MONTH 

Michael shows you how to make rule joints 
for drop-flap tables 


Rest of the drawer 

When setting out at the beginning, don't forget that the drawer will need a base that runs in 
a groove in the drawer sides. This groove should be sufficiently high above the bottom of the 
side to avoid breaking into the half pin. You can see the groove in Pic.li. It ends in the tail and 
therefore cannot be seen from the outside. 

Cut the joints on the other corners and slide the base into the groove in the sides. The base 
should hold the whole assembly square. The base actually passes underneath the backboard 
- which is less high than the sides - and is held in place by small screws in slots. This allows 
for shrinkage movement. On your first drawer you can try it all together to check everything 
fits, but in a trade workshop you do not fit dovetails before gluing up. You apply the glue and 
slide them together then offer up the baseboard and screw it in. Then you set the whole lot 
aside without any cramps and make a start on the next drawer. Indeed you may even have 
cut the second set of dovetails in a batch at the same time as the ones for the first drawer! 
Batch production rules! 



A Pic.13 The finished front-to-side drawer joint 
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IThe big project 



Everything 
in its place 

Fed up with tripping over the tools 
you’ve accumulated over the years? 
Then put together Tony Sutton’s 
tidy solutions 



Chisel do nicely: a place for everything, and 
everything in its place 


I 'm sure that most woodworkers build up 
their collection of tools over a number of 
years, and find homes for new additions 
along the way. In the last 10 years, 
however, I found that my own collection was 
expanding more rapidly than my storage 
facilities, with the result that I was storing 
planes on shelves and in drawers, and hanging 
saws on nails hammered into walls. In the end, 
I decided that enough was enough: it was time 
to stem the tide and build a tool cabinet. 

Now, rd hazard a guess that all woodworkers 
make at least one toolbox during their lives, and 
over the years the tool storage solutions that 
they've devised have ranged from simple 


shelving to elaborate pieces like Henry Studley's 
famous tool chest. Studley was a piano maker in 
19 th-century Massachusetts, and made his 
stunning chest - which is now on display in the 
Smithsonian Institute in Washington - from 
ebony, mother-of-pearl, ivory, rosewood, and 
mahogany. While most of us will settle for 
rather less ornamentation, every tool cabinet 
worth its name needs to provide useful 
accommodation. 

Spatial awareness 

The final design will obviously be dictated by, 
among other things, the number, size and type 
of your tools, the space limitations of the 


workshop, and the ease of access to the tools 
you use most often. The look of the thing 
might also be important - especially if 
prospective clients will be seeing it! 

In my own case, the biggest influence on the 
design was the limited space in my workshop. I 
own quite a few hand planes and chisels, as 
well as a collection of handsaws, marking out 
tools and hammers. Portability wasn't an issue 
because all my woodworking is done in my 
workshop, so I settled on a straightforward 
wall-mounted cabinet. 

Initially, I thought it'd be ideal to have a 
cabinet with doors, the rear of which could 
provide extra storage. On reflection, though, I 
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Tool cabinets 



▲ Pic.i Letting the positions of the tools dictate 
the locations of dividers and shelves is easier 
than making detailed drawings 


▲ Pic.2 The light circular saw, along with a 
clamp guide, is ideal for ripping the MDF to size 


thought that the doors - which would require 
room to open - would be more of a hindrance 
than a help, and in all likelihood they'd never 
be closed anyway! 

Having decided on an open cabinet, then, 
the emphasis was on ease of access for tools 
and some flexibility to allow for buying and 
selling tools in the future. Finally, I needed to 
decide on materials - an easy choice as it 
turned out, having recently come into 
possession of some old mahogany and oak. 
Recycling the wood for my tool cabinet made 
perfect sense to me, not least because the two 
species look lovely together. 

Setting out 

Once I had a firm idea of the cabinet's 
maximum sizes, I established the positions of 
the tools by laying them out on the back board 
which, in the interests of keeping the cabinet 
rigid and strong enough to hold a dozen or so 
planes, I'd decided to make from a sheet of 
19mm oak-veneered MDF. 

Rather than draft up a detailed set of 
drawings, I worked from my original sketches 
and let the positions of the tools on the MDF 
sheet determine the locations and sizes of the 
dividers and shelves. This kind of approach can 
work better for some furniture and storage 


solutions than a more formalised approach 
— and in either case, I find that the final item 
rarely reflects the initial drawing because 
design is a reflective and iterative process. For 
instance, while I was experimenting with 
different arrangements of the tools, I decided 
to make two separate cabinets, one for the 
planes and chisels, and one for the saws and 
marking tools, which would also hold my 
hammers and mallet. I then placed offcuts of 


▲ Pic .3 After a pass through the planer/thicknesser, 
the edges and faces were finished with a jointer 


A Pic.4 With all stock prepared, cut the pieces to length and accurately finish on a shooting board 
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IThe big project 


wood of the same thickness as the final shelves 
and dividers between the tools in order to 
establish the overall size of the cabinet. I 
marked out the positions of all dividers on the 
MDF, taking care to ensure that everything was 
exactly square. I repeated this process for the 
second cabinet, and then I was ready to start 
cutting. 

Preparing the stock 

To cut the MDFto size, I used a circular saw 
and clamp-guide rather than a table saw. A 
sheet of 19mm MDF is too heavy to manhandle 
across a table, while a circular saw is nice 
and light! 

Given the technology available to us, I don't 
see much point in taking rough-sawn stock to 
finished dimensions using only hand tools, so I 
thicknessed the mahogany and oak to rough 
sizes on my cheap but useful planer/ 
thicknesser, and then hand planed them to 
final dimensions using my jointer. 

With the material accurately sized and the 
edges squared, I ran a smoothing plane over 
the pieces to ensure a uniform surface on 
which to mark out the dovetails for the cabinet 
sides, and to avoid the need for any sanding on 
the shelves and dividers. Unfortunately, the 
veneered MDF did require sanding in the end, 
but you can't have everything! 

The lengths of the individual components 
were taken directly from the MDF back-piece, 
and roughly cut to size before being planed on 
the shooting board to produce exactly 
perpendicular ends and precise lengths. 





A Pic.5 Scribe around the boards to mark out 
the baselines for a set of dovetails 


A Pic . 6 Planing a shallow rebate in the pin board 
makes it easier to align the boards later 



A Pic.7 Remove most of the waste for the 
dovetails with a coping saw and sharp chisel... 



A Pic .8 ...after which you can use the tail board 
as a template when marking out the pins... 


A Pic .9 ...so that you make a really close-fitting 
set of dovetails 


A Pic. 10 Clean out the corners of the stopped 
rebates and the pin joints 
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Tool cabinets 



Construction: jointing 

I made the larger cabinet first, and started 
by scribing a nice deep baseline for a set of 
through dovetails in the cabinet sides before 
planing a very shallow rebate in the tail 
boards (I use an engineer's square to guide 
the plane) to make it easier to align the 
boards when marking out for pins. 

The tails can be marked out using a 
sliding bevel or dovetail marking gauge, and 
then cut down the line using a dovetail saw. 
The majority of the waste can be removed 
with a coping saw, and the rest with a sharp 
chisel, which will register into those deep 
baselines. The pins were then marked out 
using the tail board as a template. The pins 
are cut in the same way as the tails, taking 
care to cut on the inside of the scribed lines. 

A stopped rebate was routed into the 
back of the cabinet sides to take the MDF 
back, and the sides of the cabinet were then 


glued up and checked for square. 

Once dry, I squared up the round corners of 
the rebate left by the router's circular cutter 
using a bullnose plane and chisels. Finally, I 
planed away the protruding wood from the 
pin and tail ends. 

The final item 
rarely reflects 
the initial design 
exactly -design 
is a reflective and 
iterative process 


The dividers 

A dry assembly allowed me to mark out all the 
intersections of dividers and shelves for the 
biscuits joints. When cutting the biscuit slots 
in the faces of the side and shelf pieces, I found 
it a good idea to clamp a square to the work to 
ensure that the slots were exactly 
perpendicular to the sides of the pieces. 

For the ends of the shelves and dividers, the 
biscuit jointer was registered against a flat 
surface and the slot was cut in the centre of 
the end grain. The workpiece was then moved 
across the face of the biscuit jointer and a 
second cut made to form an elongated slot; 
this is to allow the shelves and dividers to be 
fitted in once the main pieces are glued in 
place. More importantly, perhaps, this also 
ensures it can easily be removed - no glue is 
used - allowing some margin for adaptation as 
your tool collection changes. 

The MDF back panel was then removed, 
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▲ Pic. 13 Use a square to register the biscuit 
jointer when cutting the slots in the faces... 


A Pic.16 Remove the MDF rear panel so you can 
drill and pre-finish it 


A Pic. 19 Cut the French cleats on a table saw, 
then clean them up before cutting to length 

that they interlock and positively hold the 
cabinet in place. What's more, the locking 
action of the cleats becomes more secure as 
you add more weight. 

After cleaning up the French cleats using a 
hand plane, I cut them to length and screwed 
the first squarely to the wall using 100mm 
screws and rawl plugs - this cabinet isn't going 
anywhere! The second cleat was attached to 
the rear of the cabinet using shorter screws and 
plenty of wood glue to ensure that it's not the 
weak point in the system. Once the glue was 
dry, the cabinet was simply lifted onto the wall 
and the interlocking faces of the cleats engaged 

The saw cabinet 

Encouraged by the success of the cleats on the 
first cabinet, I pushed ahead with the saw 
cabinet, which was assembled in much the 


IThe big project 


A Pic.17 You can then pre-finish the dividers, 
ready for final assembly 


holes were drilled for the screws that will hold 
the dividers in place - the combination of 
elongated biscuit slots and screws allows for 
easy repositioning of the shelves and dividers, 
so that again, you can accommodate any 
future changes - before the back and dividers 
were pre-finished. 

Once the finish was dry, I glued the back into 
place. Now, I almost never use mechanical 
fixings in my projects, as I prefer to rely on the 
joinery and modern glues for strength. On this 
occasion however, the weight of all those 
planes on the cabinet gave me pause for 
thought, and I elected to use a few nails to 
ensure that it will have more than sufficient 
strength when hanging on the walls. 

Before final assembly, I marked out and 
drilled holes in the chisel dividers to match the 
ferrules of the tools; the slots that allow the 


A Pic.11 A dry run is essential for this project, 
but you’ll need quite a few clamps! 


A Pic.14 ...so that the slots are exactly 
perpendicular to the sides 


A Pic. 12 Mark out all intersections ready for the 
biscuit slots to be cut 


A Pic. 15 Cut long slots using the biscuit jointer 
for the dividers and shelves to be slotted into 


A Pic. 18 The completed plane and chisel 
cabinet. Note the cut-outs for storing chisels 

blades to pass through can be cut with a 
bandsaw or a hand saw. 

Final assembly 

After gluing the biscuits for the long vertical 
divider into place, the divider itself was 
mounted onto the base. The other dividers and 
shelves followed, and were secured using only 
screws through the back piece and biscuits 
pushed into the slots. I decided to mount the 
completed plane cabinet before gluing up the 
smaller saw cabinet, so the next stage was to 
cut a strip of mahogany to make the French 
cleats that I planned to use to mount the 
cabinet on the wall. Essentially, the French 
cleat setup consists of two battens, one fitted 
on the wall, the other on the cabinet. The 
upper face of the wall batten and the lower 
face of the cabinet batten are cut at 45 ° so 
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Tool cabinets 



▲ Pic. 20 Attach one of the cleats to the wall, 
ensuring that it’s level 



▲ Pic. 21 Once the other cleat has been 
attached, lift the cabinet onto the wall 



A Pic. 22 Hey presto! The plane cabinet is 
finished - all that's left is... 


A Pic.23 ...to finish the saw cabinet, which is 
awaiting the French cleats 



A Pic.24 With the cupboards up and tools 
stowed, there's more space in the workshop 


same way as the plane cabinet except that all 
the joints were glued because I don't plan to 
alter it. Otherwise, the second cabinet differed 
from the main one only in details, the front 
piece of the saw storage area being rounded 
over on its top edge to allow saw handles to be 
hooked over for easy removal. The engineer's 
squares, meanwhile, are held by pieces of oak 
cut from a length with a rebate cut along the 
back face, before being cut into three and 
attached to the back piece. 

As expected, the cabinets have had loads of 
use since being finished! Dust has not been a 
problem, mainly because I rarely sand, and the 
occasional pass with the 'shop vac' soon has 
them pristine again. The design of the cabinet 
has been flexible enough to cope with changes 
in my tool collection, including some Blue 
Spruce dovetail chisels which I housed in a new 
section behind the hammer handles. 
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Project 


Porthole project 



A distinctive circular window provides an 
interesting challenge for the woodworker 

glue makes a much stronger end-grain joint 
than the more traditional wood adhesives. PVA 
glue not only shrinks as it dries but is also 
drawn down the grain of the joint by capillary 
action, starving the joint of glue and making it 
weak. Polyurethane is not only initially more 
viscous, but it expands as it cures, pushing the 
glue down the grain. Afurther advantage is 
that it fills any voids in the timber. Although 
polyurethane glue has no real strength if it is 
more than a couple of millimetres thick, it does 
prevent water ingress into the joint. 


When a uPVC 
window company 
fought shy of 
replacing a round 
window Charlie 
Bailey bravely 
stepped in 


however, by making the frame over-size then 
trimming with a router and trammel bar the 
frame can be made perfectly round. 

I used polyurethane glue for the frame and 
glazing bead. It has the advantage that it is 
fast setting, but the other big advantage with 
this construction is that there are a lot of 
end-grain to end-grain joints and polyurethane 


T his project started when I got a phone 
call from a neighbour. He had just had 
all his windows replaced with UPVC; 
that is, all except one. A round 
window, 2ft in diameter had been forgotten. It 
was in pretty poor condition, well beyond 
repair, and the window company weren't keen 
to make it, so I got the job. 


Construction 

There are many ways to make round 
windows. The one I removed consisted 
of two wooden rings, one with a 
smaller internal diameter to 
accommodate the glazing; 
these were just nailed 
together. They can also be 
made from four identical 
quadrants with a mortise 
in one end and a tenon in 
the other; these are then 
glued together to make 
the circle. I have 
previously made some 
particularly awkward 
shaped and odd frames by 
building them up in small 
thinner sections. By ensuring 
the grain follows the pattern as 
much as possible, and by 
staggering the joints, a very strong, 
stable frame can be produced. This also 
allows the use of all the short offcuts which 
build up overtime - the sort you keep, 
knowing they will come in handy one day. 

This window is 75mm thick so with the 
timber available, three layers 25mm thick were 
ideal. It makes the frame more stable if all the 
layers are the same thickness or mirrored 
around a central core (Fig.i) Without a jig it is 
very difficult to make a perfectly round frame; 


42 GW295 August 2015 www.getwoodworking.com 


Round window 


Step by step 

Use a piece of 6mm MDF as a template and 
mark the centre. Draw two circles for the inner 
and outer diameter of the frame. 

The first layer can now be laid out - all the 
timber needs to be exactly the same thickness 
and the butt joints need to be a good fit, but 
as long as the circle is covered the overall 
shape is not important. Glue is applied to the 
joints and cramped to avoid the glue pushing 
the pieces apart as it expands when curing; 
don't use pins as it would be difficult to avoid 
hitting them during final shaping. Clean off any 
glue residue and re-draw the two circles. 

Build up a second layer, staggering the 
joints, again ensuring the circle is covered. 
Apply the glue and use a spatula to spread a 
thin continuous layer so that there are no 
voids, then cramp up. 

Clean up the top face and draw the two 
circles again. Remove the MDF template and, 
with a bandsaw or jigsaw, cut just outside the 
outer circle. Use a jigsaw to remove most of 
the waste from inside the inner circle. 

For the third layer, use the frame as a 
template to mark out the pieces, making them 
slightly oversize. Glue and clamp the final layer, 
again staggering the joints. 

Temporarily glue the frame to a board - I 
used a hot-melt glue gun, but double-sided 
tape would work. Using scraps from each 
layer, build up a centre section to the same 
height as the frame. Mark the exact centre and 
drill a hole (8mm). The drill bit will act as the 
centre pin. 

Before trying to cut anything, run the 
router round the inside edge of the frame with 
the machine off to ensure that it is centred in 
the frame. 

Using a 50mm-long cutter, gradually remove 
the waste until you have a smooth circle. Do 
the same for the outside of the frame. Use a 
rounding-over bit to round over the inside edge 
of the frame. 

Mark the position of the frame on the board 
before removing the frame from the mounting 
board. Re-mount the frame on the board the 
other way up, being careful that it is centred in 
exactly the same position as previously. Finish 
cutting the outside face of the frame then cut 
out the rebate for the glass on the inside edge. 
Separate from the mounting board. Because of 
the various grain directions of the frame 
sections, it's probable that some breakout will 
have occurred; fill any marks with a 2-part filler 
and sand smooth. 

I made the glazing bead from oak strips all 
about 2mm thick and just flexible enough to 
shape without breaking. Although it would be 
very easy to end up with the bead glued in 
position, I decided to make the bead in the 
frame to ensure it was a perfect fit. If care is 
taken there should be no problems. 

Start by making the bead wider than you 



▲ Pic.i Using a piece of MDF as a template, draw 
both inner and outer diameters of the window 



▲ Pic. 2 Mitre each segment and lay them on the 
template, covering the outer circle 




▲ Pic.3 Glue the segments together. When dry, A Pic. 4 Repeat with a second layer, making sure 

clean up the surface and redraw both circles vertical joints are staggered, and glue up 


need, then cut it down to size. Cut one length 
of oak strip to fit exactly the internal 
circumference of the glazing rebate and fit it in 
position. Cut another strip to fit inside the first, 
apply glue sparingly but thoroughly and fit it in 
position with the joints 180 ° apart. Cramp up. 
Subsequent layers are built up until the bead is 
the same thickness as the depth of the rebate. 

Push the bead slightly out of the frame and 
make sure it fits squarely in the frame. Mark all 
round with a pencil, remove the bead and cut 
along the line, making sure it's reasonably 
smooth. Fit the bead back in the frame, leaving 
enough room for the glazing (Fig. 2 ). Mark the 
side of the bead and cut along this line. 

Now fit the bead in the frame. It should be a 

Passing building 

There are exceptions to the usual rules and 
regs, particularly with listed buildings where 
discretion may be applied. Advice should be 
sought from your local council's Building 
Control Officer, who will issue a certificate 
when the window is satisfactorily installed 
to show that it complies with Building 
Regulations; this may make your life a lot 
easier if you ever come to sell the house. 
Charges for this will vary according to the 
local authority area in which you live. 

The huge number of regulations 


good friction fit. Align the top edge and run a 
router around the bead to give the desired 
moulding and to aid water run-off. 

I gave the window and bead two liberal 
coats of wood preservative and used a 
knotting solution, then primed and 
undercoated ready for fitting. 

To fit this window, I first had to remove all 
the rendering around the window, and then 
use frame fixing foam to secure it. The 
double-glazed unit was bedded in glazing 
silicon and the gap around the double-glazed 
unit was filled with more silicon before fitting 
the bead which I held in place with four brass 
pins. Finally, everything was given two coats of 
gloss, inside and out. 

control 

concerning replacing windows is constantly 
being updated. For the latest go to www. 
planningportal.gov.uk, but as a general rule 
be aware of the need for adequate rapid 
ventilation, safety glazing, window guards 
where necessary, adequate means of escape 
and adequate thermal performance with 
suitable glass, usually double-glazed unless 
the building is listed. Also be aware that 
some requirements can conflict with others. 
Yes, it's a minefield, so make a friend of your 
Building Control Officer. 


www.getwoodworking.com August 2015 GW295 43 






Project 



▲ Pic.5 With a jigsaw cut around the outside, 
leaving some waste. Repeat for the inner circle 


▲ Pic. 6 Cut and mitre oversize segments for the 
final layer, using the frame as a base 


A Pic.7 Apply glue to all surfaces and cramp the 
third layer to the frame. Clean up when dry 



A Pic. 8 With the frame attached to a board, build 
up offcuts until level and determine the centre 


Figure 1 





A Pic.g Screw a piece of wood to the router A Pic.io Trim the inner and outer circumferences 

fence and drill an 8mm hole, the trammel centre gradually with a long straight router bit 




A Pic. li Mark the frame position, remove and A Pic. 12 Glazing strips are laminated from 2mm 
mount upside down. Rout the rebate for the glass thick oak strips, glued together inside the frame 




A Pic . 13 Cut the beading to width with a jigsaw, A Pic . 14 Check the fit of the beading in the frame, 

cleaning up the surfaces with a block plane then add a profile with a rounding over bit 


Make your own trammels 

It's possible to buy trammel bars for many routers but I don't have one and adapted the 
router's fence instead. I screwed a piece of timber to the fence so that it aligned with the base 
of the router and drilled an 8 mm hole. I fitted this to the guide bars in the opposite way to 
normal. The fence on the DeWalt 625 has a micro adjuster and this is useable in this 
configuration, making the trammel bar micro adjustable. 
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PL 45 SET 


PL45 Plunge Saw SET Inc 

• PL45 basic plunge saw 

• 2 x 700mm guide tracks 

• Connector piece 

• FREE 145mm Dia 48TTCT 
sawblade 


£1 57.50 EX VAT 

£189.00 INC VAT 

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade 
List price £22.80 Inc VAT 


□ 

145 

mm 

& 

1010 

watt 


PL 55 Package 1 


PL55 Package 1 Inc 

• PL55 basic plunge saw 

• 1 x 1400mm guide track 

• FREE 160mm Dia 48TTCT 
sawblade 


PL55 Package 2 Inc 

• PL55 basic plunge saw 

• 2 x 1 400mm guide tracks 

• Accy kit: Connector + 2 x 
clamps 

• FREE 160mm Dia 48TTCT 
sawblade 


£ 1 65.83 ex vat 

£199.00 INC VAT 

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade 
List price £34.20 Inc VAT 


PL 55 Package 2 


£ 220.00 EX VAT 

£264.00 INC VAT 

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade 
List price £34.20 Inc VAT 


u 

160 

mm 

& 

1200 

watt 


PL75 Package 1 Inc 

• PL75 basic plunge saw 

• 1 x 1400mm guide track 

• FREE 210mm Dia 72TTCT 
sawblade 

PL75 Package 2 Inc 

• PL75 basic plunge saw 

• 2 x 1 400mm guide tracks 

• Pro accy kit: Connector + 
2 x clamps & Guide fence 

• FREE 210mm Dia 72TTCT 
sawblade 


PL 75 basic saw 


£ 232.50 ex vat 

£279.00 INC VAT 


PL 75 Package 1 


£ 282.50 ex vat 

£339.00 inc vat 

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade 
List price £50.40 Inc VAT 


PL 75 Package 2 


£ 332.50 ex vat 

£399.00 inc vat 

PLUS FREE TCT Sawblade 
List price £50.40 Inc VAT 


□ 

210 

mm 


1600 

watt 


PL45 SET 


PL55 


Whatever your project there is a Scheppach plunge saw to meet your demands. 
PL305 SET 


I r vi 115 1^1 ioio 


30.5 


mm 


®i 


1010 

watt 

r ^ 

PL305 Plunge Saw SET Inc 

• PL305 basic plunge saw 

• 2x 600mm guide tracks 

• Accy Kit: Connector + 2 
clamps. 

• 4x multi-app sawblades 

• FREE 1 1 5mm 20T TCT blade 

^jj^A 


2IL 


PANEL SIZING SAW 


PL 305 SET 


£1 40.83 EX VAT 

£1 69.00 INC VAT 

PLUS FREE 20T TCT sawblade 
List price £13.14 inc VAT 


All quoted prices are NMA RRP - carriage paid - UK mainland only. 
FREE TCT BLADE OFFER EXTENDED. MUST END 31ST AUG 2015 
ORDER ONLINE (state your preferred supplier) OR CALL 01484 400488 


r 

nmatools.co.uk 
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Centrefold 



0vre Foreland power station, 

Norway 


Kebony-clad, stone, slate and glass 


a The plant has been designed to reflect the characteristics of the 
landscape, which is located on the river bed in a clearing at the edge 
of a spruce forest. The main inspiration for the design was the 
verticality and the irregularity of the spruce trees. The Kebony wood 
will acquire a grey patina gradually over time as it interacts with the 
elements. The durability and low-maintenance of the wood lends 
itself to remote locations. 

Robin Soderkvist, 

Stein Hamre arkitektkontor 


Choosing a natural material is important in reducing the impact on 
the visual environment and Kebony wood provides the strength and 
durability of tropical wood without causing environmental degradation. 
It adds another layer of ecological credentials for the 1600 homes which 
will benefit from the renewable power. 

Adrian Pye, 

Kebony 
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0vre Forsland power station i 



Power plant design 


Norway, a country that generates more than 
80 % of its electricity from hydropower, has 
added to its renewable repertoire in the 
guise of a Kebony-clad 30GWh plant situated 
deep within the mountains of Helgeland, a 
hiker's paradise just below the Arctic Circle. 
The region is known for its unique coastline 
and spectacular mountain formations, and 
the architects wanted the plant's design to 
be inspired by and reflect the landscape, 
while also functioning as an attraction for 
hikers in the back country wilderness. 


The 0vre Forsland power station has been 
designed to educate hikers about power 
production by allowing visitors to experience 
hydraulic electricity manufacture at various 
points throughout the process. From the 
nearby bridge, the powerful water flow that 
drives the turbines can be seen emerging from 
the station and the heart of the plant, and the 
inner workings are exposed through an 
opening, which reveals the light design of the 
interior, inspired by the Northern Lights. 

A main inspiration for the design was the 


verticality and the irregularity of the 
spruce trees. Along with extensive use of 
stone, slate and glass on the exterior of 
the building, Kebony wood is used in the 
building's cladding. Kebony is a Norwegian 
wood, produced using sustainably sourced 
softwood species, which are impregnated 
with a non-chemical bio-based product 
and heated under pressure, resulting in a 
highly durable and maintenance-free 
product that diverts demand away from 
endangered tropical forests. 
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Wow of a commission 



The making of Neolithic 

A team of makers had just 3 K weeks to craft a bar 
from ancient bog oak for the Wallpaper* Handmade 
exhibition in Milan 


I t was the perfect partnership: old 
whisky, a bar crafted from ancient 
petrified wood, daring style from a top 
architect and construction by a crack 
team of problem-solving makers. 

Inspired by the lineage of Royal Salute 
whisky, Sally Mackereth created the design for 
a bar to be made from ancient petrified wood 
sourced from the Croatian riverbed, and lack 
Badger interpreted the drawings. 


The tree trunks were trapped on the 
riverbed and deprived of oxygen, then covered 
with layers of mud, sand and gravel between 
1,000 and 8,000 years ago. Minerals in the 
decomposed wood reacted with water and 
the tree tannins to produce a unique colour 
and patina. 

Jack Badger Ltd, a team of highly skilled 
craftsmen who have worked together for over 
25 years creating beautiful products that last 


several generations, constructed the bar. After 
Milan, it will be showcased worldwide at Royal 
Salute polo events. 

Ben Naylor, MD of Jack Badger, said: "It's 
been a bit of a whirlwind over the last few 
months. We went to Croatia to pick out the 
timber for the project, spent an intense 3 ^ 
weeks building the bar and went to see it in all 
its glory in Milan, where hundreds of 
influential people in the design and interior 
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Each board is carefully surveyed to ensure maximum yield 


Bog oak bar 



The suspended lighting hoop is laminated in sections. Note groove for 
lead string 



Assembling the custom-sloped frame which will convert the Wadkin The prepared boards are glued up to create the desired appearance in the 

thicknesser into a wedge-nesser end-grain top surfaces 



Cleaning up one of the hollow cupboard 
sections; the timber frame is just for 
temporary support 



Jack Badger leads the way in preparing the 
frame sections and keeps a careful eye on 
quality control 



One of the working drawings for the bar; 
absolutely nothing has been left to chance 



The machined frame segments stack up, fresh from the modified 
thicknesser 


Pre-assembly checks ensure that all will be fine when it comes to the 
final glue-up 
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Wow of a commission 



Once created, the curved sections are uniformly cleaned up with an 
ingenious pendulum router cradle 


It's unlikely that Jack and his lads would make this lift look so easy if the 
sections were solid instead of hollow 




Putting the pieces together in a dry-run installation - fingers crossed the Cleaning up the front faces of the bar cupboard doors with a 
reality matches the drawing careful spokeshave 




The first coat of oil really shows the depth of the beauty of this sunken The team finally have it all loaded up and ready for travel to Milano 
oaken treasure 


world saw it too. 

“The design of Neolithic is outstanding - the 
intricate nature of it really shows off the 
beautiful tones and patterns in the fossilised 
wood, some of which is over 8 ,ooo-yea rs-old. 
Such a precise design did pose challenges for 
us at Jack Badger though, as we only work 
using traditional techniques and tools. 

“The circular shape of the bar was created 
with 106 segments. Each segment had to be 
made to a 3-6° angle and we were working 
within a quarter of a millimetre in terms of 
accuracy. We had to be innovative in the 


solutions we came up with to build the bar, 
which involved us creating a hand-operated 
mechanism, based on the basic idea of a 
swing, to create a perfect arc. 

“Working with Sally Mackereth and Royal 
Salute on this project has been a huge career 
highlight for us. It's been a lot of hard work, 
but the sense of achievement is amazing.” 

Sally Mackereth said: “The age of the oak is 
up to 8,000 years, which coincides with the 
late Neolithic period. It is understood that the 
first wheel was invented around this time and 
crudely hewn out of basic discs of timber; no 


metal was available of course. Our similarly 
pure use of ancient timber and the circular 
shape of the bar we have created echoes this 
early form, and the subtle colour gradation 
around the perimeter charts a lineage of time 
passing over thousands of years.” 


If you oryour company has completed a 
stunning commission we'd love to share 
them with readers so please email sample 
images and text to: 

andrea.hargreaves@mytimemedia.com 
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cordless drills 


A10M • A18M - Drill Drivers 1 g ft! 94 

ASB18M - Combi Drill with Hammer Action 

A lot of punch in a small package - the clever functions make the new Mafell cordless drills versatile all- purpose 
machines for the internal finishing trade and other applications. Premium battery technology enables you to drill 
and drive for extremely long periods without interruption. A10M and A18M are Drill Drivers, whereas the ASB18M 
is a Combi Drill with Hammer Action. 


A range of accessories 
available to maximize 
the drilling capabilities 


Quick-release system for 
changing bits, chucks and 
heads in seconds 


Battery charge indicator 
permanently displays its 
charge. 


Outstanding torque range 
for a wide array of 
applications 


Call NMA or visit our website to find your nearest Mafell stockist. 


NMA 

AGENCfES LTD 


nmatools.co.uk 

Email: info@nmauk.com Tel: 01484 400488 


Birds Royd Lane 
Brighouse 
West Yorkshire 
HD6 1 LQ 


Class of 2015 



Bethany Hughes' desk features lavish use of leather 


In safe hands 


On the hottest July day ever London 
sweltered as the graduates of summer 
2015 warmed up to showcase their 
work at New Designers. Andrea 
Hargreaves reports 



Some of the furniture on Brighton Uni's stand, 
including Sophie-Jane Mualed's multi-cultural 
chair, front right 


O utside the Business Design Centre 
in Islington you could have fried 
the proverbial egg on the elegant 
paving. Inside it was hardly cooler, 
surely due to the mass body warmth of a 
hotbed of nascent talent rather than the lack 
of effective air con. 

However, the cool demeanor of these young 
graduates as they broke away from chatting 
with their contemporaries to eagerly talk visitors 
through their pieces, the culmination in most 


cases of three years' hard graft at the design 
table and in the workshop, was in contrast to 
my discomfort, and to their great credit. 

For while this was not, like last year's 
standout show, overall a wildly exciting effort 
- some interesting pieces excepted - the work 
showed that design in is safe hands. 

I think what I missed most was the 
celebration of solid timber and veneers that 
used to be the hallmark of the former 
Rycotewood and Bucks stands. Now absorbed 
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New Designers 


And the prizes 
went to... 


Lewes Scott Wilson’s 
iPad desk 


Will Elworthy’s 
leather-seated and 
turned leg chair 


Juwon Seo of Bucks Uni won the John 
Lewis prize for her Work Nest about which 
the judges said: “Juwon demonstrated a 
sensitive and considered approach in all of 
her design work. Her desk addressed home 
working for all ages with a thoughtful use 
of materials, playful familiarity and 
beautiful detailing. 



Jacob Underwood, also of Bucks, won the 
BCFA award for his Fiero stacking chair, 
about which the judges said it is a “good 
contemporary interpretation of traditional 
Ercol values for modern living. We were 
impressed by the consideration given to 
every detail." 

Mu Hau Kao of Camberwell College of Arts 
received the 100% Design award for a ply 
stool and the citation that it “stood out as 
an example of determination to succeed 
against the advice of manufacturers. By 
experiment and commitment a simple, 
practical and commercially primed product 
emerged." 


Lucia Greco with 
her reclaimed elm 
cabinet. In the 
background, bearing 
green tickets, can be 
seen Christopher's 
Gee’s 001 table and 
Flannah Woollard’s 
shelving unit 


Samantha Walpole’s 
skeletal tables 


Partisan table by Luke 
Sinclair 





Juwon Seo’s playful desk 




into Bucks New Uni, the furniture-making 
course has only another year to run. Instead, 
ply ruled supreme everywhere, and it wasn't 
always jointed or finished well, which was a 
pity and spoke of rushed work. Cynical old me 
can't help thinking that not only is ply cheaper 
for college use, but it doesn't require so many 
woodworking skills, having no grain direction 
to worry about so allowing for simpler jointing. 
I can only hope that proper jointing on proper 
wood is still being taught. 

Chairs as artform? 

I was also rather taken aback to take an 
interest in a couple of seats, only to be told 
they weren't for sitting on... 



Jacob Underwood’s stacking chair 
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Class of 2015 


OK, grumbles over. Furniture store John Lewis 
had just distributed its coveted John Lewis 
Loves... tickets on pieces that the buyers felt had 
commercial potential, like Christopher Gee's 001 
diner, because, according to the citation, this is a 
'simple table with beautifully executed details 
through making and material choices', and 
fellow Nottingham Trent student Hannah 
Woo Hard's flat pack bureau. "In my head I was 
actually designing for John Lewis," she told me. 

But my favourite on this interesting stand 
was Lucia Greco's sideboard in reclaimed elm. 


One Year On 



Richard Staples in his busy workshop 


"I wanted to make a reclaimed high-end 
piece," she said. "I wanted to use reclaimed 
timber in a commercially viable way. This piece 
had really waney edges and the frame is in 
Scottish oak. Initially the wood dictated the 
design so I did it as a frame & panel. It was a 
challenge as the boards were warped and 
twisted." 

Earlier I said that much of the work was safe, 
and while I feel students should take 
advantage of their youth by being 
adventurous, it is good that this year's crop are 



... and he can do a nice chair too 



Sideboard by Richard Staples has an updated mid-century feel 

The One Year On show attached to the main event usually provides some exciting surprises. 
Take Richard Staples. Trading as Lydiates-the name of his grandfather's farm - he went to 
Hereford College of Technology before setting up his own workshop and working to 
commission. Enough to be going on with you 
might think, but Richard set to and made not 
just one exhibition piece but a whole range 
of oak, walnut and leather furniture, which I 
believe is begging to be taken up by a mass 
market buyer. 

And what else did I really have my acquisitive 
eye on? Charlotte Brocklehurst's hand-blown 
glass and timber dry-food containers, that's 
what. Trading as Brocklehurst Furniture, 

Charlotte's pieces would sparkle in sun A giowing-lidded bowl by Charlotte 

coming through a kitchen window Brocklehurst 




Flatpack school creative unit by Kate Caven 


astute enough to design in the main foryour 
John Lewis type of buyer. So hats off to the 
University of Brighton, which showed some 
quirky pieces. I particularly liked Sophie Jane 
Moualed's chair, designed to reflect her 
French, British and Algerian stock, with a 
Windsor back, marquetry and French 18th- 
century legs capped in copper as a 21st- 
century take on old bronze mounts. 

I took it all back regarding ply when I 
reached the Building Crafts College stand. As 
always this was an outstanding display of very 
saleable solid timber pieces, this year given a 
lightness and sense of space. But where were 
the students to explain their lovely pieces? 
Manning the stand with principal tutor Colin 
Eden-Eadon was a lone Will Elworthy, a 
comparatively mature student at 30, whose 
ash and leather chair with turned legs I 
admired. Unusually for a furniture maker he is 
into woodturning. "I'm very much in the 
functional camp," he said. "I love cylindrical 
objects intersecting with square. I love turning 
bowls. When your head is full of numbers 
[when making furniture], to get on a lathe is 
very therapeutic." 

Mixed media use 

At Northumbria Uni's stand I loved Lewis Scott 
Wilson's OakTec desk, designed to take iPads 
etc, and his aluminium and oak desk tidies. "I 
like doing things that are unusual but luxury 
with a twist. With the desk I was going to do 
all wood, but put a twist on it with metal 
legs." In fact there were quite a lot of metal 
legs on furniture, giving the pieces a lightness 
and pleasing contrast. 

Several students mixed media with great 
effect, particularly in the use of leather, and 
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New Designers 



Table with unusual woven shelf, by Building Crafts College’s Daniel McPhail 


my favourite piece in the whole show had to 
be Plymouth Uni's Bethany Hughes' desk, with 
its dump pouches for casual use - no finicky 
pigeon holes here. “The project celebrates 
'mindful living' through craft, skill and the 
essence of the making. By exposing innovative 
jointing it highlights craftsmanship which adds 
personality, and increases the personal bond 
to owning a design which leads to longer 
ownership." Quite so. 

Fellow graduate Samantha Walpole used 
skills learnt as a former panel beater to make 
her metal-legged tables. “I use multiple 
welding techniques in order to create 
geometric structures as it fits in with my skills 
that I have previously built up." The skeleton 
frame revealed the beauty of the structure. 

She applies powder-coated colour to the 
frames. Samantha could relax as she already 
has a job, working for David Buss at Bridger & 
Buss, near Exeter. 

There was more mixed media with Daniel 
Stebbens' (York St john Uni) 2 -drawer chest on 
legs, on which he worked on with Vitra, mixing 
fabrics to create a range of modular units on 
powder-coated steel legs that unscrew for 


packing. He included protective felt on the 
interior and on the back. 

Back to Bucks and the work of Luke Sinclair 
deserved its front row position for its ingenious 
construction. This fold-down circular table 
seats eight when fully extended, or can be 
used as a desk, with a woven-seated chair 
whose back rail tucks into the curve of the 
table. The table is extended via extruded rails 
and slots into place lazy Susan fashion. He 
modestly described it as a working prototype 
but it looked nearly ready to go to me, and had 
a couple of class rule joints. 


THE GOOD WOOD 
BEST AWARDS 

Best stand: Building Crafts College, 
London 

Best piece: Desk, Bethany Hughes 

Best idea: Folding, extendable table, 
Luke Sinclair 

Best marketing: Roy Tam, Plymouth Uni 



vf 


Stool by Archie Hands (Building Crafts College) 


Hydrogen-powered 

sandwich 



Aston’s eco car was the only all-wood 
vehicle in the competition 


All those rude things I've been saying 
about the use of ply over solid timber... 
well, urn, I take it all back, in praise of 
Aston Uni's hydrogren-powered 3 -seater 
car. Each year the Birmingham university 
takes part in a competition held in 
Rotterdam for energy-efficient cars. 

Daniel Saggs - “in charge of the front 
end" - said they chose a ply body to keep 
the weight down while having a strong 
structure, and using sustainable 
recyclables. 

“The plywood was cut and sawn to 
shape. Two layers were PVA-glued 
together, then a layer of balsa in strips to 
fit corners and structure, then another two 
layers of plywood, in a sandwich. The side 
pieces have a slot for the chassis. It's the 
best car we've ever had. It completed six 
miles of the course and was the only fully 
wooden vehicle there." 

For creative kids 

I also liked Sheffield Institute of Arts' degree 
show winner Manon McAvoy's winged chair in 
birch, with the arm and back rests reflecting 
their curves so the ply shells appear to be one 
continuous supporting line. 

And I loved Kate Caven's (Edinburgh Napier 
Uni) desk structure for creative kids. To 
research this one Kate talked to children at 
school and asked them and their teachers 
what they wanted. While her initial market is 
schools, it would scale down to bedroom size 
easily. “I did [the design] on Illustrator, then 
CAD for CNC on sheets of ply, laminating it first 
to make it more durable. The kids chose the 
green and orange." 

It will be interesting to see where the 
obvious talent of the class of 2015 takes them, 
and it is encouraging to note that for the most 
part these young designer-makers have their 
eye keenly on the commercial ball. But I would 
have liked to see it bit more daring escapism... 
Who will we see in One Year On, see panel, 
next year? 
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Out & about 



One of the reconstructed period houses at this living museum sets the scene 

Back to the woods 


Andrea Hargreaves discovers ancient crafts 
at the Weald & Downland Wood Fair 



Mike Gordon at the pole lathe 


T here's something very special 
about the Weald & Downland 
Museum at Singleton, near 
Chichester. Approach it from the 
road that goes past Goodwood and you 
are driving through an area which 
promises pleasures to be enjoyed by the 
money-ed kind: the Festival of Speed 
celebrating super-fast sports cars, 
vintage and modern, the Goodwood 
Revival, a carnival of costumed fun and 
concours d'elegance, polo ponies and 
horse racing. Then breast the Glorious 
Goodwood hill and gently coast down 
the other side, turn in, drive down a 
rutted track, park in a field... and leave 
your 21st-century vehicle behind as you 
enter a working village of reconstructed 
period houses dating from the earliest 
peasant hovel through to medieval hall 
houses and other historic timber-built 
homes, set in a working woodland. 


Ancient crafts 

There's always something going on at this 
museum, but the Wood Fair attracted many 
enthusiasts who love nothing more than 
demonstrating their ancient crafts. Heavy 
horses were dragging hefty tree trunks, 
charcoal burners were at work, wheel rims 
were being forged and everywhere wood was 
being fashioned into functional items by 
pole-lathe turners and carvers. 

Prominent among them were members of 
the Association of Pole-Lathe Turners and 
Greenwood Workers from Kent and Sussex. 
Mike Gordon and Fionn Turnbull were sat at 
shave horse and lathe making dibbers, 
spurtles, bag handles, rolling pins, candle 
holders and cup & ball games while Londoner 
Jon Warwicker, the organisation's chairman, 
was carving bowls from greenwood using only 
an adze. “I've got a plumb bob and a water 
level. That's all I need,'' he said. “People spend 
stupid amounts of money on power lathes and 


56 GW295 August 2015 www.getwoodworking.com 


Weald & Downland Museum Wood Fair 



Jon Warwicker works on sumac which, he says, 
retains its bright green colour 


James Pumfrey turns bowls at speed using only 
this tool he fashioned from an old spring 



Wheelwrights thump a metal rim onto a wooden 
hub underfire, cooling with water from a can 


Timber was the mainstay of life 


Wood fair diary 

Wood fairs are taking place all over the UK 
during the summer and autumn. Here are 
a few: 

New Forest & Hampshire show 
29-31 July 

www.newforestshow.co.uk 

South Downs Show & Hampshire 
Woodfair, 

15-16 August 

www.southdownsshow.co.uk 

Treefest at Westonbirt Arboretum 
29-31 August 

Gloucestershire 
w w w.fo re st ry . g 0 v. u k 

Stock Gaylard Oak Fair 
29-30 August 

Dorset 

www.stockgaylard.com 

National Forest Woodfair 
31 August 

Leicestershire 

www.nationalforest.org 

Wychwood Forest Fair 
6 September 

Oxfordshire 

www.wychwoodproject.org 

Confor Woodland Show 

10-11 September 
Wiltshire 

www.confor.org.uk 


tools. I try to make mine. I made these adzes 
because I couldn't buy one." 

Bodgers Ball 

James Pumfrey was also using only homemade 
tools, made from recycled car springs. 

Showing me a hooked gouge, he said: “The tip 
is really sharp at 25 0 . It's completely different 
from power turning. I can make whole bowls 
with that tool and can make a 7 or 8 in bowl in 
half an hour.'' Not surprising coming from the 
quickest bowl maker in the UK, who holds the 
Bodgers Ball bowl-turning record. James makes 
direct copies of historical bowls, including 
those on the Mary Rose, and replica artefacts 
for the Jorvik Centre in York. “The only 
difference from the original is the colour and 
the personalisation marks.'' He got into green 
woodwork as a result of a course he took at 
the newly opened Gridshell building in 2005. 

Opposite him, Claudine Cecil, a potter, was 
making hurdles from hazel. “I've only been 
with the group for about a year. I just like 
making things,'' she said. In the Gridshell 
carvers were demonstrating and I was very 
taken with the large-scale sculpting being 
done by Sarah Cridley, so watch this space... 



Sarah Cridley at work on one of her powerful 
sculptures 


European Woodworking Show 
12-13 September 

Essex 

www.europeanwoodworkingshow.eu. 

Bentley Weald 20th Anniversary Woodfair 
18-20 September 

East Sussex 

www.bentley.org.uk/events 

Surrey Hills Woodfair 
3-4 October 

www.surreyhills.org 

Cranborne Chase Woodfair 
3-4 October 

Hampshire 

www.woodfair.org 

Belmont Woodfest 
10-11 October 

Kent 

www.belmont-house.org/events 

Peebles Wood Market 
24-25 October 

www.forest-festival.com/wood-market 
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D&M 

TOOLS 



TOOL 


SUPERSTORE 


HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY SPECIALIST 


DM-TOOLS.CO.UK 


YOUR TRUSTED PARTNER 

D&M Tools has been family owned and managed since 1978. 

During that time we have earned a reputation with our customers 
as a trusted partner. Whether you are a trade professional or a DIY 
enthusiast, our mission is a simple one - to supply top quality 
tools at the best value for money, backed up by a service 
you can trust. 

LOW TRADE PRICES! 

Whether you're buying online, by phone, email, post or visiting us 
in-store, D&M provides you with the widest range of quality hand, 
power tools and woodworking machinery all at the keenest prices. 

UVER 10,000 LINES IN STOCK! 

We hold massive stocks, meaning that most items are available for 
despatch the day you order it. Our website shows up to date stock 
availability, so you can order with confidence. 

FREE DELIVERY 

Delivery to UK mainland addresses is free 
for most orders over £99 and for orders 
under £99 is only £5.95. See the carriage 
rates on our website for full details. 

1 HR DELIVERY WINDOW 

We use DPD Predict for the majority of our deliveries (except heavy 
or oversize items) so you will receive a 1 hour delivery window via 
email or text meaning you don't need to wait in all day. 

SHOP ON-LINE 24HRS A DAY 

Visit our easy-to-use website to see what we mean about range 
and value. Browse and buy with confidence 24hrs a day from the 

biggest brands in the business, all 
at prices you'll find hard to beat. 

Here you will find all our latest 
offers and deals. 

Why not subscribe to our 
regular emails to keep up with 
our latest deals and offers or join 
our D&M Loyalty Scheme and 

earn valuable loyalty points every 
time you shop. 

More details on our website: 

www.dm-tools.co.uk 


MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY.... 





VISIT OUR EXTENSIVE TWICKENHAM SUPERSTORE 
73-81 HEATH ROAD • TWICKENHAM • TW1 4AW 

020 8892 3813 • SALES@DM-TOOLS.CO.UK 
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OUR CUSTOMERS LOVE US! 

We are regularly receiving 5 star reviews on the independent 
review site Trustpilot, as well as testimonials direct from our 
customers, here are just a few: 


020 8892 3813 

MON-SAT 8.30am-5.30pm 
(CLOSED BANK HOLIDAYS) 


D&M 

TOOLS 


★ ★★★★ 

"Amazingly quick, good value, text to the hour delivery time, 
impressed - Great company, no nonsense, cheap prices, the best 
delivery service I get alerted by text on the day of the hour of delivery, so 
I don't have to wait around on site for it to turn up. So useful I will 
definitely be purchasing more from this shop." 

★★★★★ 

"Why didn't I find this shop years ago?!! - Excellent stock and 
service - both in the shop and online. Damaged item replaced promptly 
with no fuss - great. I'll certainly be going to them first in future." 

★★★★★ 

"Excellent service - Great price, great tool, great service won't use 
anyone else anymore contacted all the way though transaction right up 
till delivery. Would highly recommend D&M tools." 

★★★★★ 

"One of the best I've used - If you need power or hand tools then 
these are the guys to go to. In store they are a great help. The online 
shop is top notch as well, if you are not sure about a product give them 
a call, the staff are knowledgeable and helpful. Delivery is always 
prompt. I use D&M Tools all the time for kit." 

★★★★★ 

"Quality Product at a Fantastic Price - DM Tools had the quality 
DeWalt tool I was after at the best price. The whole procedure from 
searching their very user friendly web site, until the delivery by a 
customer focussed courier was painless. I have to commend the staff at 
DM Tools and would recommend them if you are after quality products 
and good customer service at a wallet friendly price" 

www.trustpilot.co.uk/review/www.dm-tools.co.uk 
/ 

YpuRICK DMToolsl 


@DM_Tools 


DandMTools 






Woodworker’s journal 



After many months Edward Hopkins has 
a workshop. But he had no time to sit 
back and admire his handywork as the 
orders started coming in 


I have a workshop! It isn't finished and it 
isn't fully stocked, but it is a viable 
workshop. It has one thing that I've never 
had before: space. It looks as though it has 
light, but that's the camera lying. As yet it has 
just one I 3 amp extension lead running over 
from the house. It has a radio, a comfy chair 
and yes, it has a bar! 

James and Katie married recently and held a 
mini festival in a field by a mill. They had a beer 
tent 4 m square. James asked if I would help 
him build a bar. I thought he'd have enough to 
do, so I did it myself. I had a stack of pallets 
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Hopkins’ home truths 



Tool storage is a major concern in a workshop. 
Edward had told himself that here he would have all 
his tools out of sight in cupboards and upstairs. The 
new workshop would be clinically clean, vacuumed 
in minutes. Wrong. That streak of idealism didn’t 
last five minutes. But he did know that a small chest 
of drawers works quite well for papers, spanners, 
things with two handles like pliers, pincers, tin 
snips, pop riveter, mortiser bits and pieces and so 
on. The chest of drawers here might look just a bit 
posh for a workshop and indeed, it is as good as 
new, but he picked it up at the recycling centre for 
£5 and all it needed was a wipe 





Behind the bar: on the left, barely visible, is a shelf unit made of odd lengths of planking held up by dry 
concrete blocks. It took me about 15 minutes to put together. At a whim, the shelf unit and bar could be 
disassembled and the components returned to their respective stock piles, leaving not one screw hole in 
the wall as evidence of them ever having been there. It won’t happen before then. The shelves won’t 
tumble down of their own accord. I wouldn’t build a unit like this in a nursery or in an old people’s 
home. It wouldn’t tick the boxes of the over-cautious, but then again, it doesn’t have to 

Edward had hoped to have a 
grand workshop opening with 
machines regimented and 
gleaming, but half of them 
still weren’t there, and now 
there was no waiting because 
the phone rang. It was James 
wanting to make a garden 
door and would Ed help him? 

He brought along a load of 
larch - ex 2 in and ex lin, 
planed all round. It was a 
good choice of timber, being 
heavy and strong, but mainly, 
as he works in a yard that 
uses little else, it was cheap. 

Against that, it had many 
dead knots which he is going 
to have to fill and sand. And, 
although this stuff was well 
seasoned, larch has a 
propensity to twist as it dries. 

Ed had proposed a slimmer 
door with three lin rails, and 
lin vertical planks set 
between the stiles. When he 
saw the winding of the 2 in 
stuff, he knew that a lin rail 
could never constrain it. In a 
moment Ed’s first idea was 
jettisoned and they went for a 
thicker door: a simple 2 in 
frame clad with lin boards 
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Woodworker’s journal 



Edward bought this Sears Craftsman Radial Arm Saw when he was James’s age. 
With little else he made a Welsh dresser, even including the coving. To cove, he 
slung the motor askew halfway to ripping mode, locked it in position, and slid 
the square timber beneath it, lowering the saw a fraction after each pass. It 
took ages. It filled the air with dust and shriek. It was not the safest operation, 
but he was careful and didn’t come anywhere near to grief. The saw obliged, 
but he knew it wasn’t really happy. It was even less happy with ripping. He had 
to do a fair amount of this and the machine coped well if he took it easy but it 
was, he thinks, the reason for the first motor burning out. Later, needing to 
work on site, he bought a beautiful Metabo K303 chop saw, and, having a table 
saw by then, the radial arm became redundant. It is, however, a very versatile 
tool. When he seemed to be furnishing the village with pine window shutters, 
he realised that by slinging the saw face down - spinning horizontally - and 
set within an appropriate jig, he could slice the cheeks of tenons with withering 
accuracy and speed. The Book would say that this was dangerous too. It 
wasn’t. Here James is cutting cheeks slice by slice. It’s a long, dusty and noisy 
way to do it, but all they had. Ed passed the tenons over the router table to 
skim off the worst of the ripples 


Edward’s half-inch 
router lives under the 
table, usually holding a 
45 ° chamfer bit. Big 
chamfers, small 
chamfers, they get 
everywhere and this 
makes them so easy. 
They used a fat square 
bit to cut the cheeks of 
the tongues. For indoor 
work Ed often fits loose 
tongues but for an 
outside door, albeit one 
to be sealed and 
painted, he reckons 
solid tongues are much 
better. There is less 
surface area that might 
attract and hold 
moisture. He put the 
chamfer bit back in and 
on two separate 
settings cut the V 
section that delineates 
the planks. Apart from 
looking good in its own 
right, theVinTG&V 
creates a shadow that 
distracts the eye from 
any line that might 
open up between the 
boards as the weather 
takes its toll 




The parts of the door 
most vulnerable to rain 
are the tops of the rails 
where water might sit 
and seep into the joints. 
To preempt this they 
sloped them. With no 
machine interested in 
doing this, they 
reverted to a jack plane 



including some floor tile pallets - half the size 
and with an upstand along one side. And I had 
some lengths of 8 x lin tanalised softwood left 
over from the doors. Add to that a clutch of 
large cable ties - wonderful things, cable ties 
- a dozen bolts, a few screws, a very enjoyable 
four hours, and tadah! I was really chuffed. The 
bar looked good and, on my concrete floor, 
was rock solid. You may not call this 
woodwork, but you can't deny that it is 
furniture making. 

I made a few marks on the components to 
make sure I could reassemble the bar, but not 
too many because the construction was so 
obvious and inevitable. Ha ! Three weeks later 


and in the field, I unpacked my van. “This one 
goes here. That one goes there. The bolts slip 
through these holes. Urn. What holes? Where 
have the holes gone?” Aargh ! It can't be that 
difficult? But it took a seeming age and Frannie 
to put on her deerstalker hat before we puzzled 
it out. 

And so my workshop has at long last slipped 
into existence. We didn't have time for a 
fanfare. Not even a bottle of cider was dashed 
across its prow and no speeches were made. 
Frannie didn't wear a hat. All of that - except 
the fanfare, the speeches and the hat - will 
come later when my three almost mythical-by- 
now machines take up residence. They will be 


as inert as exhibits until the electrician has 
visited, and he can't come until I've put a roof 
on the extension toilet/kitchenette. I can't do 
that with the scaffolding there, and I need the 
scaffolding to finish tiling the main roof. That's 
not sensible until I've fitted a bit more chimney 
flue - I underestimated by six inches. I ordered 
a piece but they sent the wrong size. Then they 
sent the right size to the wrong place. While I 
was waiting, I started something else entirely. 
A log shed. A big log shed. It's going well and 
I'm quite excited. I like making big things. 

We're going to let Edward concentrate on 
his log shed for a while and hope he will be 
reporting on its progress in a few months. 
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Hopkins’ home truths 



Cramping up was tinged with anxiety. These joints were so big and snug that if 
they'd dry fitted them, they'd have struggled to get them apart again. They 
had a minor struggle to get them together but large sash cramps can exert tons 
of pressure. Just the right amount of glue exuded from the joints on the final 
twist, and this was wiped away immediately with a damp kitchen cloth. 
Nothing, but nothing is going to separate these joints, and that is very 
satisfying. James intends to fit six dome-headed bolts through the joints, not 
just as belt & steel braces, but as a signal to the passer-by that this door is not 
to be messed with 



To trim the top of the door, Ed was ready with a hand saw - and a square to 
make sure he kept it true - but James whipped out this rail saw. He tested it 
by making the cut on the left which, although it didn't reach all the way 
through the 2in stile, was clean and accurate. Ed thought that the rail needed 
clamping to the workpiece, but was proved wrong. The pointed top - a small 
concession to decoration - leaves end grain exposed. Back in Bristol, James 
will fit two capping pieces, mitred in the middle and overhanging all round to 
act as a rain hat 



A weekend's work for Edward and James. This included cutting the mortise and 
the inset for the lock. Having done some of these by hand on hung doors, Ed 
knows that a mortiser makes the job about a hundred times easier and, in his 
case, ten times better. It was even worth swapping the mortiser back to a pillar 
drill to cut the holes for the shaft and the key. They used a hand-held router for 
the hinge rebates. James has found some rather splendid loomm stainless 
steel ball-bearing hinges. Peculiarly, they came with some feeble little lin 
screws. He took away with him some larger stainless screws left over from 
Imogen's coffee table 



Happy couple James and Katie 
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strength 


Mitional crafts 
wood fairs 


ik i in it 

wii/fi 


A qreat addition 




to your tool collection! 


V 

chest & tools \ 




!er makers 


how crack team 
seated build 
solutionsWk. 


CEIEMUHE 


U P: Michael 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 21st August 2015. ‘Gift for UK subscribers only, while stocks last. 
“When you subscribe by Direct Debit. Please see www.getwoodworking.com/terms for full terms & conditions. 


SUBSCRIBE SECURELY ONLINE 

www.subscription.co.uk/gwwl/V792 


CALL OUR ORDER LINE Quote ref: V792 

(5)0844 543 8200 

Lines open weekdays 8am - 9.30pm & Saturday 8am - 4pm 


BT landline calls to 0844 numbers will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles usually cost more. 








Keep a clean sheet 

Never has clean been so small. 



You'll never work alone 


Compact, lightweight, mobile. The new CLEANTEC CTL SYS combines all 
the benefits of Festool SYSTAINERS and mobile dust extractors. Perfectly 
integrated into the Festool system, the mobile CTL SYS offers a large 
number of functions and is both easy to use and quiet (67 dB) - 
ensures maximum cleanliness in dust extraction and final cleaning. It thus 
not only contributes to high customer satisfaction, but also to keeping you 
healthy. Never has clean been so mobile. The new CLEANTEC CTL SYS in 
SYSTAINER format. 


SERVICE 

all-inclusive 


Discover it now! Visit your specialist dealer or www.festool.co.uk/CTLSYS 


www.festool.co.uk 
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The Rocking Horse Shop 

Horse, 17 Superb Designs 



Plans, books, DVD’s, 
timber packs, accessories & fittings. 

Carving Courses 

Whether you are an experienced carver 
or have never carved before, you will 
benefit enormously from one of our 
courses. 



www.rockinghorse.co.uk Tel: 0800 7315418 

Fangfoss, YORK Y041 5JH 




WOODWORKING IN ACTION 

12th and 13th September 2015 

Cressing Temple Barns, near Braintree, Essex CM77 8PD 

The European Woodworking Show is an amazing showcase 
of craftsmen and women from around the world. Set in the 
beautiful grounds of Cressing Temple Barns in Essex. 

The European Woodworking Show, now in its sixth year, will have 
over 100 exhibitors representing a diverse range of woodworking disciplines. 
A demonstrator led show supported by quality tool makers. 

toi: 01473 785946 
email; info@ews2015.com 
www.ews2015.com 








Letters 


Write to: Good Woodworking, 

Enterprise Way Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HG 

Email: andrea.hargreaves@mytimemedia.com 






Talking the torque 


I am only just getting into my woodworking and have not yet managed 
to climb the dizzy heights of all the best tools. However, I have found a 
passion for Ryobi kit and I have been impressed with nearly all of the 
18V One Plus range of tools. In particular I think their impact driver is a 
stunningly good bit of kit and for only £6oish it's incredibly good value. 

I was reading about the 100 years of Makita (61/1/293) and I noticed 
that their new impact driver was flaunting i75Nm of torque, making it 
the most powerful 18V impact driver. 

So armed with this knowledge I was keen to see how far behind the 
most powerful impact driver my £60 Ryobi dream machine was. Well, 
shock horror, it wasn't loNm behind the Makita or even 20Nm, no in 
fact the Ryobi was quite a long way off the Makita. There was some 
45Nm of difference! Now that's a lot of torques! However what was 
even more surprising was that while the Ryobi has a difference of 45Nm, 
the difference is actually that the Ryobi has more torques not less! 
That's right: the Ryobi is 220Nm compared with the i75Nm of the most 
powerful i8Vimpact driver. 

So maybe that's why I love my £60 Ryobi. I think I might buy another 
one before they realise how good they are and stick the price up. 

Stuart Morgan, by email 

My guess is that Makita is basing this on ‘ professional ' machines as 
Ryobi's are classed as DIY or hobby end tools even by its own marketing. 
It's certainly an impressive figure though; the model in guestion 



Stuart at his Ryobi-assisted beautifully made desk 


(RID1801M) is well over double the torgue of all the original impact 
drivers from any manufacturer when they first came to market , and 
those were revolutionary in how powerful they were! Interestingly 
Makita's model that hits i 75 Nm is its new brushless DTD148 3-speed 
model , but the DTS141 Oil Pulse model , again brushless , is only 40 Nm 
according to its own website , which sounds very low; most combi drills 
beat that figure so I'm guessing it may be a mistake on its webpage. 

Coincidentally you'll like this issue , Stuart , because Phil Davy p 7 S , is 
full of the exciting One Plus kit that is being launched very soon. 

Andy King 


Zero tolerance 

GW in conversation with sculptor Joel Parkes 

A lifelong sculptor, Joel works with wood and metal, hand carving urns 
from single pieces of tree harvested from his own coppice located near 
Bridport in Dorset. The trees are so large and old that they are unable to 
pass through any processing machine, which is how his art form has 
evolved. He fashions and improvises their design using nothing more 



Tha (Juk.u, A«Ia»h Drill 


NEW COLOUR RING 
SCREWDRIVER BIT SET 


With hand ratchet screwdriver and mini ratchet 


Sei contains [waive 25mm insert bits & twenty 
28mm 513T shank min: screwdriver bite. 
Colour rings on bi: shank to denote type tor 
easfio! identification. 

High grade hardened tool siesl 
Includes a bil holder that accepts both 1/4" 
and 5/32" mini hex bits. 


trend 


wvuW'trend'U k .cn m 

enquiry@trendm.CG.uk 
01923 249911 


YEARS 


Handy micro- size V4' 1 square drive 
ratchet for use with toe five spline sockets. 



One of Joel’s Zero urns sanded to an immaculate smoothness 


than hand tools. The urns' shapes are derived from the inherent outline 
of the trunk, exposing idiosyncrasies and beautiful elements within the 
wood. Letting the wood dry naturally opens fissures and rents, which 
are backfilled with pewter, coloured acrylic adhesives and gold leaf to 
strengthen the sculpture and draw attention to the beauty of its 
imperfection. 

He says: “Staying true to the structure of the wood allows the urns to 
taper to a single graceful point of balance, creating dramatic arcs and a 
graceful mass. Carved geometric edges conversely defy the organic flow 
of the shapes and create a modern element. Each urn is unique in both 
scale and approach. Their beauty lies in the acceptance of their scars 
and anomalies, just as in ourselves we understand the most beautiful 
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WRITE & WIN! 

We always love hearing about your projects, ideas, hints and tips, 
and/or like to receive feedback about GW's features, so do drop 
us a line - you never know, you might win our great Letter of the 
Month prize, currently a Trend Snappy Colour Ring bit set. Write 
to the address on the left for a chance to enhance your marking 
capability with this versatile workshop aid. 



Joel sands the rim of an urn 




You can see the tree in the crevices and folds of this Joel sands the pewter 
carved work 


parts of us lie in the wisdoms of our experience 
and failures, when looking at the urns we see a 
sense of beauty which only time can sculpt." 

After working with inferior tools for a while, Joel 
visited Axminster Tools near his home, which he 
describes as “heaven for blokes." It was here he 
discovered Mirka's sanders and abrasives and he 
hasn't looked back. “I decided to upgrade my tools 
because I push them really hard and my existing 
tools just weren't up to the task. I have to say 
Mirka's sanders are a joy. I've purchased several 
now and they're the best tools I own. Combined 
with Abranet discs, which mean my work is 
virtually dust-free, the sanders allow me to sand 
and polish without hampering the process. I can 
do anything to the wood and the tools flex with 
my imagination.” 

Joel trained at Chelsea College of Art, starting 
his career at Free Form Arts Trust, a pioneering 
public arts company established in 1969 with the 
purpose of putting people at the heart of 


changing their urban environment by working 
together creatively. Here he worked for seven 
years on the regeneration of East London, creating 
various sculptures for The Shoreditch Trust as well 
as contributing to notable projects such as 
Shoreditch Park and Shepherdess Walk. Joel also 
won a Youth justice Award for his years of work 
with local young offenders as part of his design 
team, his various public arts projects providing 
education and paid employment to those at risk of 
and recently out of jail. In 2009, after taking time 
out to travel around the world, he set up his own 
sculpting business creating private commissions 
for individuals and corporate organisations. 

This year he is showcasing his latest series, 
called Zero, which can be seen on www. 
parkesdesign.co.uk 

Love those curvy shapes, joel, and the pewter 
appears amazingly molten. 

Andrea Hargreaves 



Tiie Quick Release Drill System 



NEW 
FLEXIBLE 
MAGNETIC 
BIT DRIVER 

Locking, magnetic 
quick release bit holder. 
Designed lo Hex and 
hold at various angles. 


QUICK CHUCK 

To enable the quick 
change ot tooling. 

DRILL 
COUNTERSINK 
SETS 

Heat treated tool 
slee! countersinks 
with HSS drills. 



60 PIECE 
TOOL SET 

Selection of 60 
assorted quick 
change tools 
for a variety of 
applications. 


NEW 

COLOUR RING 
SCREWDRIVER 
BIT SET 

56 piece bit set with 
colour rings to help 
identify bit type. 


trend 
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New Id our stockists list 


Rustins 


Some of Itie range we slock 
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Available in store or online 
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CHESTNUT 
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TORMEIC 


www.jokndaviswooctturning.com 


Open: Mon - Sat 10am -5pm, Sun 10am -2pm 

The Old Stables, Chilbolton Down Farm, Stockbridge, Hampshire SO20 6BU 

email: admin@johndaviswoodturning.com Tel: 01264 811070 



wood chisel and wood turning tool specialist 

Ashley lies - Henry Taylor - Robert Sorby 

All items in stock, ready for dispatch.. 

jr *un less marked otherwise alt prices (nctusive cf VAT 


sharpening stones and tools 


Henry Taylor|M 
Diamic brand^l^^x » 
woodturning tool? ■*/£ 
have been r 

produced in k 

Sheffield by skilled 

craftsmen, from the n|v 

finest steel for 

more than one 

hundred and fifty 

years. 

www.toolnuf.ee 

or call to order ornn324 224269 
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pot lids 
ONLY £3.30 
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THIS YEAR S BIGGEST & BEST ABHUAI TOOL SHOW 
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KEMPTON PARK RACECOURSE • SUNBURY-ON-THAMES • TW16 5AQ 
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Flexidisc Sander/Grinder 

The Flexidisc sander gives a superb finish on wood, metal, fibreglass, 
car body filler and all hard materials. 

Its fast rotation speed achieves sensational results in a fraction of the 
time normally taken by conventional sanders. 

This versatile tool also sharpens chisels, plane blades, lathe tools, axes and 
garden tools without the rapid overheating of normal abrasive wheels. 

This is the ideal tool to prepare your timber prior to varnishing with 
Le Tonkin ois varnish. 

www.f lexidiscsa nder.co.uk 
Tel; 01628 548840 



Le Tonkinois is a natural oil based yacht varnish. 
Perfect for outdoor, indoor and marine use. With Le Tonkinois varnish the options really are endless. 



Combining unrivalled protection on materials including cork flooring, stone, metal and wood and brilliant 
permanent penetration, Le Tonkinois varnish leaves absolutely no brush marks and will 
restore the natural beauty of timber whilst removing your brush marks. 

Flexible enough to move with the timber and able to withstand abrasion and 
impact, Le Tonkinois varnish is resistant to boiling water, UV, petrol, diesel 
and sea water. It won't crack, chip or peel off, making it perfect for 

all outside purposes as well as indoor. 

www.letonkinoisvarnish.co.uk 
Tel: 01628 548840 



Protect and enhance the natural beauty 
of wood with Treatex Hardwax Oil 


hardwax O ' 1 


Natu rally superior wogd fin tabes 1 


Treatex Hardwax Oil 

protects and enhances the 
appearance of all types of 
internal wood surfaces including 
floors, stairs, doors, furniture and 
worktops. Treatex Hardwax Oil is 
manufactured on a base of natural 
sustainable raw materials: jojoba 
oil, linseed oil, sunflower oil, 
beeswax, candelilla wax and 
carnauba wax. 

• Brings out the timber grain 

• Adds warmth to wood 

• Easy to apply 

• Quick drying 

• No sanding required between coats 

• Low odour 

• Resistant to spills of water, wine, 
beer, coffee, tea and fizzy drinks 

• Withstands high temperatures 

• Very durable 

• Easy to clean and maintain 

• Spot repairable 

• Safe for use on children’s toys 

tel: 01 844 260416 
www.treatex.co.uk 





It was the most 
basic of mistakes. 
Making a 
replacement 
window frame 
recently, I 
committed the cardinal sin of 
sawing on the wrong side of 
the gauged lines when it came 
to cutting one of the bridle 
joints. It couldn’t be reversed 
easily as I'd already sawn the 
tenon shoulders. It wasn’t 
that I’d failed to scribble in the 
waste section correctly before 
cutting, just that I wasn’t 
concentrating. I’d like to think 
we’ve all been there, done 
that and learned from our 
stupidity, but coping with 
distractions can sometimes be 
part of the process. At least it 
was only softwood and not 
something far more 
expensive... 



Book review 


Letter carving 

by Andrew Hibberd 

There are probably one or two specialist 
woodworking disciplines that most of us 
have avoided but admire from a distance. For 

me, one such area is letter carving, which can 
look dreadful if done carelessly. Poor spacing 
and less than crisp letters stick out like a sore 
thumb, but on an appropriate piece of 
furniture an elegant inscription can really set 
it off. This book aims to guide you through the 
learning process and concentrates not just on 
wood but on limestone and slate too. 

A brief history precedes letter structure, 
followed by a basic introduction to tools, 
sharpening and techniques. Several pages of 
profiles point you in the right direction 
regarding carving tool choice. An emphasis on 
practising brush and drawing skills means that 
you'll develop a feel for fine lettering before 
setting chisel to wood. This is a craft that takes 
time to develop, so if you're in a hurry it's 
probably best to look elsewhere. 

Once you're reasonably proficient at letter 
carving, gilding can really enhance a project, 
and a chapter explains this process clearly. 
Power tools are not ignored, with a section on 
freehand routing techniques to speed up the 
process. Eight carving projects follow, 


Q&A 


Q l'm considering buying one or two small 
machines for my workshop, but realise 
that the building itself could be vulnerable. 

Although a timber shed, it's well insulated 
and the exterior has been well maintained. 
Any suggestions on improving security would 
be welcome, please. 

A Cotton, by email 

A Doors and windows ore more obvious 
entry points than cutting a hole through 
the clodding , for example. Concentrate on 
these areas first. Not only fit a substantial 
padlock , but hidden security hinges on the 
door (try Ironmongery Direct or Screwfix). One 
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TECHNIQUES & PROJECTS 
TO HONE YOUR SKILLS 


increasing in complexity. These include a 
house sign with Gothic font, a decorative 
breadboard, wood blocks for printing and an 
ornamental oak bench. 

A thorough guide, then, to what could 
become an absorbing new hobby. Instruction 
is clear, and photography and layout are 
excellent. 

★★★★ 

Published by GMC 
Price: £19.99 

Web: www.thegmcgroup.com 


of the most effective devices on my own 
workshop is the Shed Security Bar , which locks 
right across the door and prevents forced entry 
(www.rivenglenproducts.com). Window locks 
are cheap. You could replace glass with acrylic 
or polycarbonate sheet , though this is pricey. 
Either install metal grilles or rods across the 
inside of windows, or heavy MDF panels that 
can be lifted quickly into place once you've 
finished working. Alarms can befitted to doors 
and windows and a passive infra-red device 
above the door to illuminate the area if 
somebody passes in front of the beam after 
dark , though you may need to adjust this to 
prevent animals setting it off. 


www.getwoodworking.com August 2015 GW295 73 




House and Garden 


Summer project 


Takes: one weekend 




TOOL RESTORATION 



Saving Stanley 

Phil Davy obeys his conscience and 
gives a neglected old block plane 
a new lease of life 




n it's surprising what turns up when 
you're having a major workshop 
re-organisation. Before replacing the 
roof a few years ago a small leak in the old 
bituminous felt had actually caused a fair 
amount of damage. One of the sadder victims 
was a Stanley bench plane that had been 
hiding in a box in the corner. It was in a pretty 
bad state and probably would have been 
chucked out by many people. I'd bought it 
some 40 years previously when leaving school 
and heading for college. Back then we tended 
to use a N0.3 smoothing plane for finer work 
on musical instruments, though later on for 
joinery and general woodwork a N0.5 jack 
soon became my favourite. 

Stripping down a bench plane is 
easy enough, but where do you 
start when there's so much rust? 

Not surprisingly, I used a range 
of Restore products, some of 
which I talked about when 
restoring a Record vice back in 
GW280. Although the Pre-Clean 
Degreaser is not essential here, it 
helps if there is oil or grease to 
remove first. Next, after soaking items 
in diluted Rust Remover surfaces will have 
a grey deposit, which can be cleaned off with 
fine abrasives and steel wool. When rinsed and 
dried with a heat gun, the body interior and 
frog were treated to Hammerite Smooth black 
paint. Although Restore eliminated surface 
rust from the chrome-plated lever cap, slight 



Restful 



Restore 




The Restore kit 


Phil didn't touch the 
rosewood handles 
on the USA Stanley 


pitting is still visible and inevitable I guess. 

Still, the completed plane looks a treat and will 
be stored more carefully in future! 

Also receiving similar treatment- though far 
less rusty - was an old USA-made Stanley N0.4 
bench plane which I bought a couple of years 
ago. This time I left the handles alone as they 
appeared to be rosewood and had a lovely 


patina. The rear tote broke in half when I 
removed it from the tool, having been repaired 
at an earlier stage in the tool's life. After 
tidying up the mating surfaces and regluing, it 
was ready to be refitted to the plane. 

For more information on Restore Rust 
Remover and similar products, visit: 
www.shieldtechnology.co.uk 
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House and Garden 
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Rinse with hot water, then completely 
submerge tools in Restore Rust Remover for 
several hours 


Rust on this N0.3 bench plane was 
pretty bad following water damage in the 
workshop 


After stripping down the plane, metal 
components are dunked in diluted Restore 
Pre-Clean Degreaser solution 




Steel wool and fine abrasive paper will 
help to get those tarnished steel surfaces 
brighter again 


Remove old lacquer from handles with 
Dremel tool and hand sanding. Bleach wood if 
surfaces patchy 


Wash off grey deposit from metal 
surfaces with abrasive pad. Rinse and dry 
components with heat gun 




Brush on two coats of Hammerite to 
painted areas of body (no primer or undercoat 
needed) 


Re-assemble plane and regrind blade. 
Apply Restore ProtecTool wax or Camellia oil to 
bare steel surfaces 


it to cus liicr north floppy artist 


Stain if handles are beech, which looks 
too pale when stripped, then apply finishing oil 
or similar 


w&'ji 



LhJ A USA-built Stanley after similar 
treatment. This tool has rosewood handles, 
rather than beech 


in 

half when removed. Clean up surfaces to be 
joined and re-glue 


Restored N0.3 Stanley smoothing 
plane brought back to life and honed for 
workshop use 
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Out & about 


Ryobi 

The annual jaunt to France with Andy revealed 
plenty of exciting products ahead from this 
innovative manufacturer, though, and even 
led to a spot of impromptu competitive 
woodwork before heading home. 

Cordless sanding 

Several new tools are based on the excellent 
One Plus 18V system. With most professional 
power tool brands now featuring a 5Ah battery 
option, Ryobi is arguably the first to launch a 
version for consumer products, extending 
cordless tool performance further than ever. 
Physically its not that much larger than the 
4Ah pack, but run times increase considerably 
- perhaps not that important for someone 


Use this one on sheet material and 
constructional timber 


drilling a few holes occasionally, but running 
something like a cordless sander will be 
significant. Of course, the 5Ah battery will be 
fully compatible across the wide range of One 
Plus products and existing tools. 


The head on this multitool tilts through go° 


The sAh battery works across the One Plus range 


Brushless motors 
last longer 


Smart 

n After last year's sneak peek at Ryobi's 
newest power tools, it was hard to 
guess what else could be hiding up 
its corporate sleeves for 2015 and beyond. 


These two look as if they’ll be go-to tools 
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House and Garden 


lronmongeiy£7#/ecf 


MASTERS OF OUR TRADE 




@ UK’S BIGGEST RANGE IN STOCK. g % y 0Ur 
V ORDER BY 8PM. GET IT NEXT DAY! Cata <-oeu e 

0808 168 28 28 lronmongery0//ecf.com 




Look at the angles possible on that! 


Talking of cordless sanders, we spotted a 
nifty pair in both palm and orbital formats. 
Although prototypes, these seemed pretty user 
friendly and will no doubt become 
indispensable tools when fitted with 4 or 5 Ah 
battery packs. 

Saw, drill & multi 

Ryobi's gutsy 18V circular saw has had a major 
facelift and now features a 52mm depth of cut. 
It looks fantastic and is sure to become a 
mainstay for cutting both sheet materials and 
constructional timber. Cordless drills are 
becoming increasingly sophisticated, with 
brushless motors a major step forward. This 
means less maintenance and a longer tool life. 
Also spotted was the 4-function One Plus SDS 
hammer drill, which now has a chisel facility 
for wall chasing. The old model was powerful, 
now it's much more versatile. 

Ever found a multitool slightly awkward to 
handle for some tasks? Ryobi's solution was to 
develop a head that tilts through 90 0 . 

Although there was no time to take this tool 
for a spin, it does look rather clever. 

A couple of powerful 18V work lamps 
complete the One Plus line-up, suitable for 


workshop, garage or even emergency use. The 
first can be unfolded or swivelled into a 
number of poises, while the second is a rugged 
Hybrid unit that also runs off mains power. 

PhoneWorks 

Statistics for smart phone sales around the 
world are staggering, so it's perhaps no 
surprise that Ryobi has developed technology 
that harnesses their potential. PhoneWorks 
consists of an array of measuring and 
detection gadgets that clip to your phone 
instead of having to use expensive and often 
bulky standalone tools. Each one comes with 
an appropriate app to download. Laser 
measuring tools and stud detectors are ten a 
penny these days, but to have a tiny one 
attached to your phone instead is amazing. 

For woodworkers in particular the moisture 
meter must be one of the most useful 
PhoneWorks developments and is likely to be 
reasonably priced. 

So, yet another glimpse at Ryobi's 
groundbreaking technology. Where will they 
be heading next, I wonder? 



Moisture Meter 


Moisture meter? Pass the phone... 



Garden blowers provided much-needed oomph 


Cordless karting 

So, what about that woodwork session? Split 
into several European teams, we had one hour 
to design and build a go-kart, with a stack of 
Ryobi cordless kit at our disposal. Faced with a 
pile of OSB sheets, carcassing timber, wheels 
and axles, we set to work. Making it up as we 
went along, the idea was to complete a lap 
without the kart collapsing. Although our 
team didn't actually win, at least our driver 
stood on the podium. Well, there were only 
three teams competing at the time... 

Our kart was definitely the most stylish and 
given more time it would have got the 
Mercedes Fi boys slightly worried. Admittedly 
a cordless chainsaw in the build would have 
been good, though we did get a pair of 36V 
Ryobi garden blowers on board to provide a bit 
of turbo boost! Our kart was powered by 
cordless Mr King, only a few tenths of a second 
off the winning lap time. A more intensive 
training regime next year, Andy... 

A slightly unusual challenge, it certainly 
highlighted the versatility of the One Plus 
concept. With numerous power tools to 
choose from we only needed a couple of 
batteries between us. 
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House and Garden 


Useful kit: Matsumura 


Inspired by 
Japanese tools 




The single bevel is incredibly sharp 



The hollow backs are typical of Japanese 
edge tools 



The two handle diameters depend on 
blade width 


n Japanese woodworking tools have 
been available in Britain for decades, 
although the Niwaki name is a 
relative newcomer. The business was 
conceived by topiary consultant and writer 
lake Hobson, who spent several years working 
in a traditional |apanese tree nursery. An 
appreciation of oriental cutting and pruning 
tools and techniques led to the introduction to 
these shores of a rather unique Tripod Ladder, 
the first in a growing range of garden 
products. Renowned for the quality of their 
steel, Japanese kitchen knives, axes and steps 
soon arrived, followed more recently by a line 
of woodworking tools. At present this includes 
saws, planes and ten hand-forged bench 
chisels (from 3mm to 42mm). 

I tested a narrow 6mm chisel and a fairly 
wide 30mm tool, both of which come in 
splendid decorative cardboard boxes. Polished 
blades have a single bevel (a tad over 25 0 ) and 
are incredibly sharp; in fact, they're ready to 
use with no honing necessary. Blades are from 
white paper steel (harder) laminated to low 
carbon jigane steel (softer) for durability. All 
have distinctive hollow backs, a characteristic 
of |apanese edge tools. The unfinished white 
oak handles are tight-grained and silky 
smooth, creating a lovely grip. There are two 
handle diameters depending on blade width. 
Each chisel is fitted with a steel hoop and 
designed to be struck with a hammer. At £45 
for the narrowest chisel, these are not cheap 
and the widest (42mm) will set you back closer 
to £80, but that's still less than a 25mm Veritas 
chisel... and if you've never used Japanese 
tools before then you're in for a treat! 

★★★★★ 

Typical price: £45 (6mm), £69 (30mm) 

Made in: Japan 
Web: www.niwaki.com 


Useful kit: Matsumura 
hammer 




The white oak shaft is wedged into the 
lacquered steel head as you’d expect 

This hammer is perfect for use with 
Japanese chisels or any task in the 
workshop where a conventional 
claw or cross-pein hammer would be too 
heavy. Weighing less than I30gm, it has an 
overall length of 360mm. Again fitted with a 
slender, unfinished white oak shaft, this is 
wedged into the lacquered steel head in the 
traditional way. Octagonal in section, one 
striking face is flat while the other is slightly 
convex. An indent underneath helps identify 
which face is which, though this is not easy 
to see when in use. 

The extra long shaft means the tool 
balances nicely, though it could take some 
getting used to depending on the task. 
Whether it's adjusting the cutting depth on a 
Japanese plane, striking a chisel or simply 
driving home small nails, this is another 
simple but delightful tool from Niwaki. 

★★★★★ 

Typical price: £34 
Made in: Japan 
Web: www.niwaki.com 
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A woodworker’s best friend 


FEATHER-LOG 


Protects hands & helps prevent 
kickback, binding & bent blades 
Features integral fittings for T-slots 
Mitre slot adaptor for tables & fences 
with standard 3/8" x 3/4" slots 
Built-in set-up feather provides 
easy tension setting 


* ■% 


Find your nearest stockist 

benchdog.eu 



Hardened steel 
drill guides — 


The Innovation Continues... 


Rip-Cut™ 

KMA2675 

• Simplifies process of ripping down 
large plywood & MDF panels 


• Attaches to almost any circular saw 

• Cuts accurately from 1/8" to 24" wide 

Kng 


KregJigHD 


KJHD 

w w 

• For use with minimum 
1-1/2" materials 


Optimised for larger, 
outdoor projects 


Shelf Pin Jig 

KMA3200 


Removable, 
dual-position fence 

Standard 32mm 

hole spacing ^ f , 


Find your nearest stockist 

kregtooLeu 



D Tr\B PUCB/ 
WCPLD CUP 


KETS 


K i aur gCJtri 
rj, unyuria 
u 'framJ 
cun sntur 

riict cirisiMrstl 


prize draw 


Visit www.trend-uk.com for details 




trend 


YEARS 


Phone 01 923 24991 1 or visit www.trend-uk.com for your free 
2015 Routing Catalogue & details of your nearest stockist. 












Turning 

Useful commission 



Les Thorne 

turns lamp 
bases to be 
sold in a 
gallery 


G etting commissions is a 

large part of my business. It 

doesn't matter if they look 
difficult, boring or 

downright crazy, they all get looked at 
and priced. I supply the Dansel gallery 
in Abbotsbury, Dorset with many 
items. This is a shop that specialises in 
wooden giftware and art, so when 
the owner, Danielle, contacted me 
about making some lamps I was eager 
to know more. The lamps in guestion 
were designed and were currently 
being made by Robin McEwan, and as 
he was retiring a new maker was 
reguired. 

It took me a long time to work out a 
price for the material as I had to work 
out how many layers were reguired as 
well as the length of each strip. I had 
three designs in 11 sizes to make, and 
even with the help of my brother 
Stephen, who as a cabinetmaker does 
this type of thing daily, I did end up 
getting the guantities reguired 
slightly out. The plywood used is the 
top grade available from my supplier, 
with next to no knots in it. The 
thickness of the boards is 18mm, 
thicker means they are too heavy and 
thinner means more glue. I cut up the 
boards on the panel saw and stacked 
them ready for gluing. 
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Plywood lamp bases 



A Pic.i Unless Les had access to a veneer press 
he wouldn't have taken this job on. To clamp 
everything would be too time consuming 
because of the quantities involved 



A Pic . 4 He likes to get as close to his finish size 
as possible, because it's easier to cut away the 
wood with the saw than to turn it. He picks the 
middle strip of the ply and draws a circle to find 
the centre 



A Pic.7 Mounting the work between centres 
using the holes means a normal drive can't 
always be employed. Here Les is using 
Axminster's steeped drive but a counterbore 
drive would work as well 



A Pic. 2 The glue is UL39 formaldehyde, similar 
to the glue used in plywood construction, with a 
slow cure time that is perfect for laminate 
construction. 220 bar pressure certainly 
squeezes the excess out 



A Pic .5 You will need a large counterbore hole 
in the base to get the flex in the side and up 
through the centre. Les drills a 43mm hole in a 
base this size to a depth of 40mm 



A Pic.3 This is about a third of the blanks 
needed. Les cut them to length on the bandsaw. 
He found that a narrow kerf blade cut the 
plywood better 



A Pic. 6 Use the drill press to part drill a 7mm 
hole in from each end and then complete the 
through hole with a beam drill. For greater 
accuracy use the usual long-hole boring method 



A Pic. 8 The bottom is initially mounted up on 
the tailstock end. The diameter of the 
aluminium cone on my centre fits perfectly into 
the hole 



A Pic .9 Protection is always important when 
working with wood but the dust from plywood 
can be particularly unpleasant, so smock, work 
boots and a full respirator is desirable 
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Turning 



▲ Pic . 10 The roughing gouge is braced to the 
side of the body and worked along the toolrest. 
Keeping the handle down low means the bevel 
is in contact with the wood 



A Pic. 13 The base needs to be slightly undercut 
to sit properly. Use a gouge with a push cut, but 
do not undercut too much because the baize will 
then look odd on the bottom 



A Pic. 16 The design calls for a curve about a 
third from the top, executed with the Robert 
Sorby bowl gouge that will keep edge longer 
than a normal M 2 high-speed steel one 





A Pic. 17 Be aware that large pieces can splinter 
off as you are working through the curve. Make 
lighter cuts as you get nearer the finish shape to 
get the best finish off the tool 


A Pic. 11 You can see the difference between the 
roughing and the smoothing cuts. It will always 
tear out, you just have to make the best cuts to 
minimise the timber tear out 


A Pic. 14 Even though this is top-grade ply there 
is the likelihood of coming across defects in the 
wood. These don't seem to detract from the 
finished lamp base though 


A Pic. 12 Constant sharpening means that you 
will get the optimum cut. The Oneway jig 
makes touching up the edge of the roughing 
gouge simple 


A Pic. 15 Les has turned the base round. He likes 
to support the work on pin jaws, and these will 
hold the piece as he thins down the top. With 
increased tailstock pressure you could just drive 
off a cone 


A Pic. 18 You can just see the top wing on the 
gouge has been dulled off. As soon as you can 
see a cutting edge 'looking back at you' it's time 
fora sharpen 
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Plywood lamp bases 



A Pic. 19 Les doesn’t like sharpening a tool that 
still has one of its cutting edges sharp, so will 
use a pull cut around the top so as to utilise 
both edges 



A Pic. 20 The waste area at the top of the lamp 
is turned down to the diameter of the brass 
plate that will hold the lamp fitting. Watch out 
for the plywood splitting at the top 



A Pic. 21 You will find it very hard to get the 
desired finish off the tool so use the jokily 
named 6o-grit gouge to finish off the shape. 
Plywood does sand remarkably well 



A Pic . 22 Power sanding is not confined to bowl 
work and can be used on larger-diameter 
spindle work like this. Les cuts his 75mm discs 
from sheet with a hole saw with the teeth 
ground off 



A Pic. 23 Keep the drill down low. Sanding on 
the lower quadrant with a small gap at the top 
of the pad means that the drill will be easier 
to control 



A Pic. 24 You can see the amount of dust this 
will create. The 4in pipe cannot cope with these 
quantities so, as I mentioned earlier, please 
protect yourself from the dust 



A Pic. 25 You can now see the small voids that 
occur in the wood. There is little point in trying 
to turn these out as you will only find another 
one further down 



A Pic . 26 Use a good-quality 2-part filler. Trying 
to match the colour is difficult so he tries to find 
an average - a slow process as you can’t mix up 
too much at once as it goes off fairly quickly 



A Pic. 27 Larger holes will need to be filled in in 
two goes. This one is a remnant of a knot in the 
birch. Apply the filler by hand with the abrasive 
on a cork block 
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Turning 





▲ Pic. 28 Les prefers to remount the wood and 
turn the last bit of waste away, but you could 
just cut this off with a saw. The small section 
needs to be flat for the brass plate to fit properly 


A Pic.31 You will have to hold on firmly if you 
decide to buff them to a nice sheen. He uses the 
brown compound on the hard wheel and then a 
light buff with the soft one 


A Pic.34 The lamps are wired and tested by a 
local electrician. If you do it yourself you should 
get them tested to make sure you have done 
the job properly and safely 


A Pic. 29 The general consensus of a straw poll 
was that these lamps look best with the side 
grain facing you. Pick the best side and then drill 
a 7mm hole into the opposite side for the flex 


A Pic.30 Les experimented to find the best 
finish. Lacquer wasn't good on the end grain so 
he opted for hard wax oil, applying two coats 
with a light cut back between them 


A Pic .33 Les made a little jig to allow him to drill 
the holes in the top for the brass plate. For 
strength he chose 25mm-long screws 


A Pic .35 The lamp bases do need to have baize 
on the bottom. The circle cutter will give you a 
perfect circle; scissors will not cut the baize 
clean enough 


A Pic.32 You will always get a better price on 
the fittings if you buy in bulk. Les got some of 
the parts from his local electrical supplier 
and the extender tubes from a company called 
Peter Willets 
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Woodworking 




To advertise in BRITAINS^^ BIGGEST SELLING woodworking magazine 
call David Holden on 01689 869867 or email david-holden@mytimemedia-com 


TOOL RESTORING & SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT 

Unloved? 

Unuseable? 

RESTORE IT! 



Stanley No. 5 'before & after' photo courtesy Peter He ms ley - The ToolRost 

Restore Rust Remover & Restore Rust Remover Gel 

Remove only the rust leaving sound metaF unaffected. 
Cleans and brightens brass and nickel plating. See more 
stunning “before & after’ examples on our website photo 
galleries. Find local and international stockists on the 
website. 

Shield Technology Limited. Tel: +44 (0)1472 360699 

Unit 69, Grimsby Business Centre Fax: +44 (0)1472 324685 

King Edward Street, Email: info@shieldtechnobgy.co.uk 

Grimsby, DN31 3JH www.shieldtechnology.co.uk 

Distributor enquiries welcome 

SHIELD TECHNOLOGY 

Guarding Against Corrosion 


"Are You Mad 
About TOOLS "? 

"We are"! 

Mad 


About 



Briquette M achine 

^ | 240 v single phase 



Tewkesbury Saw Co. Ltd. 

Newton Trd. Est. Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 8JG 

Tel: 01 684 293092 ■ Fax: 01684 850628 
email: sales@tewkesburysawxo.uk 

www.tewkesburysaw.co.uk 



TEWKESBURY 


SAW COMPANY LTD 





Much safer, smoother carving 
with up to 44 Teeth cutting 
fast at 10,000+ RPM. 


Quote Code 


SSGWD6 


checkout 


for FREE 


Universal Nut 


worth £6.95 


Shown Lancelot 
& Squire in Tandem 
Richard Starkie Associates 


Chainsaw Discs 

The Ultimate 
Power Carving 
Experience! 

Cut, Carve, Shape, Notch, 
& Groove in Seconds! 
. increases productivity! 

WWW. StarkieSharp .com 


Timber Cottage, Wi stow, Leicester, LE8 GQF Email:sales@starkies.com 
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To advertise in BRITAINS^^ BIGGEST SELLING woodworking magazine 
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www.makingwdndsorchairs.co.uk 

Order through PayPal on the website, or please contact Peter by 
calling 0121 705 2196 or Email: peterejud 9 e@gmail.c 0 m or 

write to: Peter E Judge, 21 Somerby Drive, Solihull, West Midlands B91 3YY, 


TIMBER SUPPLIES AND FINISHES. TOOLS & COURSES 


The book is packed full of 
useful diagrams and colour 
photos on how to make 
this Windsor chair from start 
to finish. Every part of the process 
is explained in easy language, and in a step by step format, 
supported by dedicated photos and drawings, throughout its 420 pages. 

Critique of the hook from Mr R A of Florida. 

" Without doubt , it is the most detailed and comprehensive Windsor 
chair construction book on the market today. Finding detailed 
instructions on this subject has been difficult. I have collected every 
book and article f could find . Your book beats them all; no contest. " 


Delivery to Europe £1 5,00 plus £UMp&p ‘America £15,00 plus £22S0p&p 
* Australia £15.00 plus £24.50 p&p * Canada £15.00 plus £22.50 p8tp 


HOW TO MAKE THIS 
WINDSOR SIDE CHAIR 




by Peter E Judge 


The Wood Veneer Hub 

www.thewoodveneerhub.co.uk 


We provide the highest quality: 

Decorative, Exotic & Burr Veneers 
Coloured & Smoked Veneers 
Constructional Veneers 
Peel & Stick Veneers 
Tools & Accessories 


Visit Us: Unit 4 Eden Court, Eden Way 
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 4FY 

+44 (0) 1525 851166 
sales@thewoodveneerhub.co.uk 



Allan Calder's Ltd 

Sandpaper Supplies 


Unit 2B, Churnet Works, James Brindley Road, Leek, Staffordshire ST13 8YH. 


Web: www.sandpapersuppiies.co.uk 


email: sandpapersupplies@yahoo.co.uk 

Tel: 01538 387738 


We are supplying top quality brands of 
sanding abrasives for all types of 
Wood Turners, Joiners & Cabinet Makers. 



TOOLS WANTED 




Top Prices Paid For Quality Hand Tools 

carving tools, chisels, turning tools 
norris planes (and similar), metal planes 
green tools, any nice old hand tools... 


email photos to: info@oldtools.co.uk 
Or bring tools to: Bexhill - 01424 217893 
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TIMBER SUPPLIES, COURSES & SPECIALIST TOOLS 


Scawton Sawmill Ltd 

Hardwoods Supplier 



Kiln Dried Oak - Air Dried Oak - Green Oak - Cherry 
Nationwide Delivery - 20mm to 100mm - Oak Boards, Oak Beams, Oak Sleepers 
www.scawtonsawmill.co.uk - 01845 597733 - info@scawtonsawmill.co.uk 


Scawton Sawmill Ltd 


Hardwoods Supplier 



Soft Close Drawer Runners - Concealed - Easy Fit - Quick Release - Full Extension 
Lengths from 300mm to 500mm available— From £13.00 a Pair inc. Free Fast Delivery 
www.scawtonsawmill.co.uk - 01845 597733 - info@scawtonsawmill.co.uk 




Revolutionise your hand tool skills with David's 
five day Tool Tuning course; ultimate plane tuning, 
chisel preparation and planing skills. Subsequent 
courses cover Dovetailing and Drawer Making/ Fitting. 

Five day courses run from April to August. 

NEW Weekend Courses from September 2014 

David is a legend of the UK woodworking scene 
and has a wonderful teaching workshop in an idyllic 
location in Hartland, North Devon. 


See website far fiilfitaurse details & release dote of 

David 1 5 New DVD 


Contact David on: 

01237 441288 or email: davidcharl@aoL.com 

www.davidtharLesworth. to.uk 


ChrisTribe 

FURNITURE 

DESIGN ■ MAKE ■ TEACH 


SHORT COURSES 

IN WOODWORK & FURNITURE MAKING 



Yorkshire based ChrisTribe has been 
teaching and making fine furniture since 
1990. He offers half to six day courses from 
basic skills to veneering and laminating and 
dovetailing and drawer fitting. 
Individual tuition also available. 

ch ri st ri bef u rn itu reco u rses.com 

The Cornmill, Railway Road, llkley LS29 8HT 
Workshop: 01943 602836 Mob: 07817 456241 
Email: chris@christribe.co.uk 




The original nrilk paint, 
for authentic colour in 
all your woodworking 

■ . ? and ieslo ration projects. 


Quote ’WAVOttbl’ foi JO" n 
oil" n our ill si order 


The 


Blue perry 


Store 


New EliaJjiUi] LiTa jiir. 

Knit Ail-Ammciinr 


www.blueberrystore.co.uk : 



SURREY TIMBERS Ltd 


Your One-Stop Wood Shop 


Please come & select from our range : 


OAK , YEW, WALNUT, SAPELE, APPLE, MAPLE, 

SYCAMORE & More! 


All welcome Call in and see 

■ Woodturners • Joiners, our huge range at: Loseiey 
• Cabinetmakers Park, Guildford GU3 1 HS 

01483457826 or 07795 663792 


www.surreytimbers.co.uk 
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SHOP & WEB GUIDES 


TOP QUALITY - LOW PRICES 

VSM-V 1 TEX ABRASIVES 

KK 532 F Steiner Pack [ 4 Metres ) £12 ,9S 
inc VAT itkJ U K posJL rnetreeacfe of grits 
BIT 120, 150, [BO, 240 320. 4(10,600 
Also the NEW * GRIP - A - blSC * 
Power Sanding/Finishkg System 
Plus bis of Bells, Discs, Stars. Low eosi KK 1 14 
Wc also stock WOODTURNERS SUPPLIES 
Timber/Bowl B lank .tfMs/W^eVFin i sites 
Giie^hucks/G3asswya7CiJl!i;r>'/SiiiHlries, 
SAE FOR CATALOGUE 
Jilt Piers Waodturtiiruj Supplies 
2 Kimberley Villus, Soulhmill R(kkI, 
BISHOPS STORJTORD. HERTS CM 2 BDW 
TeUFax: III 279 6 S 3760 


MAIL ORDER 
NARROW BANDSAW 

BLADES 

MANUFACTURED TO 
ANY LENGTH 

PHONE NOW FOR QUOTATION 
OR PRICE LIST 

TRUCUT 

Spur side Saw Works, The Dawns, 
Rdss-Gn-Wye, Herefordshire HRS 7TJ 
w ww.tr u c utb a nd saws . co . u k 

Tel: 01989 769371 
Fax: 01989 567360 



MODEL KITS 

MATCHITECTURE 

BUILDINGS 

DREMEL 

RANGE OF TOOLS 
CONSTRUCTO 
GALLEONS 
NEW ARTICLES 
NEW FRETWORK 
MARQUETRY KITS 




free plan 


TrandlatherWockJ 


Hobby’s (Dept GW), Knight’s Hill Square, London SE27 OHH 


020 8761 4244 mail@hobby.uk.com www.hobby.uk.com 
Available at WH Smith & leading newsagents or direct 


I HERMLE / KIENWGER MECHANICAL I 
| CLOCK WORKS. DELIVERED EX STOCK | 


Retirement Sale All prices reduced 


Martin H Dunn Ltd 

The Clock Gallery Clarkes Road, 

North Killing holme, North Lincolnshire DN4U 3JQ 

www.martmhdunn.co.uk 
FREE PRINTED CATALOGUE 

Showroom Open Mun- Firi 10 am - 5 pm. Sal 10 am - 4 pm 

Tel: 01469 540901 


...to advertise 
here please 
call David on: 

01689 869 867 


Dowel max 

The ultimate doweling iig 
for furniture makers 


Brings production technology to the small shop 

"Fast, accurate and a joy to use, a superb tool" 


visit www.dowelmax.co.uk 


or telephone: 01352781168 * 07773718758 


Dowelmax Classic Metric and Junior Metric in stock 


BERKSHIRE | LEEDS 



IRi to cutters 

k Spindle tooling ^ 

r J Bandsaw, jigsaw & 

circular sawblades 

Online catalogue & ordering 

www.wealdentool .com 


WOKINGHAM TOOL 
COMPANY LTD 

97-99 Wokingham Road 
Reading. Berkshire RG6 1LH 
Tel: 0118 9661511 

www.wokinghamtools.co.uk 

H. P. W. CS. BS. A. D. MO. 


D.B. KEIGHLEY 
MACHINERY LTD 

Vickers Pleace, Stanningley, 
Leeds, LS28 6LZ 
Tel: (01 13) 257 4736 
Fax: (0113) 257 4293 
www.dbkeighley.co.uk 
P. A. CS. BC. MO. 

TetSS FW 



Musical Instrument Makers 7 Si Repairers 7 Supplies 



Largest selection of tonewoods, tools A parts in the country. 
Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome 


Touchstone Tonewoods, Albeit Road Noth, Reigate, RHi 9EZ 
Tel: 01737 ^064 Fax: 01737 242748 

www.touchstonetonewoods.co.uk 






The original milk paint, 
for authentic colour in 
all your woodworking 
and restoration projects. 




LHi ote W ' < Hie r 1 for Kl% 
oft* your Hr si order 

Vie 

f Blueberry ) 

!■ V Slowly 

8k 

£ www.blueberrystore.co.uk 
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Woodworking Materials 

Large sc/cet/cn efr products/ 


* Clocks & Accessories (Quartz and 
Mechanical) ✓ Barometers ✓ Thermometers 
* Cabinet furniture ✓ Screws <✓ Plans v Kits 
* Polishes ✓ Adhesives ✓ Abrasives etc. 
For FREE catalogue p/ease contact: 


C/jrtS M finer Woodworking Supplies 

(Dept.TW) Beresford Lane, Woolley Moor, Nr. Alfreton Derbyshire DE55 6FH 
Tei/fax: (01246) 590 062 
Email: milnerwoodwork@aol.eom 


















Michael Huntley introduces the rule joint 
for drop-leaf tables, Dave Roberts proffers 
his own quirky but practical look at 
woodworking solutions, Andy King reports 
from his tool-testing workshop, Phil Davy 
keeps busy Around the House and Les Thorne 
gets on with some more turning 


Gavin Munro is in the midst of a daring 
and very green experiment: coppicing and 
training trees to grow into the shape of 
furniture. Barrie Scott visited him in his 
Derbyshire woodland to see the process. 


We look at the Faaborg Chair designed in 
1914 by Kaare Klint for the Faaborg Museum 
in Denmark. The lightweight, portable chair 
enabled museum guests to move it around 
easily and place it in front of the paintings 
they wished to study. 


Shaun Newman made this co-sleeper cot for 
his daughter who lives in Denmark where 
innovative and practical solutions tend to be 
born. It allows parents close contact while 
avoiding the danger of sharing their bed. 


DENMARK* COT FOR 
CO-SLEEPER 


DENMARKl: MODERN 
DESIGN CLASSIC 


GROW YOUR OWN FURNITURE 







Origin 


Finishing Touch 



fixings 



Michael Huntley's 
history of handles & back-plates 



A selection of early brass drops 



Solid backplates on the left, pressed backplates 
on the right 


Well this is a big subject! I think rather than 
attempt (guess!) to discuss actual ‘origins' it 
would be better to list chronologically the 
styles used. Handles for furniture obviously 
existed in ancient times, and a good idea of 
the decorative styles used can be found in 
Speltz, The Styles of Ornament or Meyers, A 
Handbook of Ornament. 

In terms of woodwork that might actually be 
viewed now, the best place to find early 
handles is in churches and cathedrals. These 
may date back to the Middle Ages ending with 
the start of the Tudor dynasty in 1485. Most 
early handles were made of iron, brass not 
being easily available until the 17th century. 
Solid drop handles were used in the 17th 
century. They were often fixed with straps that 
were pushed through a hole and clenched over 
on the inside of the drawer. The next phase of 
development was ring handles at the end of 
the 17th century. All these handles had 



Handles dating from the early 18th century at 
the top to Edwardian at the bottom 

decorative backplates to hide the holes for the 
straps or studs. 

In the 18th century handles became larger 
and two holes for the studs or pommels were 
drilled with ‘swan neck' handles fitted between 
the pommels. Backplates were solid in the early 
part of the century, but became fretted and 
more decorative as the century wore on. 
Towards the end of the century thin pressed 
backplates were used, often with neo-classical 



Some nice examples of mid 18th-century pierced 
backplates 


designs harking back to Greek and Roman times. 

At the start of the 19th century Regency 
handles were rather weak in a structural sense, 
but after 1837 Victorian robustness soon prevailed 
and good solid handles were made. However, 
everything moves in generational cycles and 
fussiness returned towards the end of the 
century resulting in an opposite reaction that 
produced the Aesthetic and Craft Movements 
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 


90 GW295 August 2015 www.getwoodworking.com 







Unit 2, Sovereign Business Park, Joplin Court, Crown hill, MK8 OJP MILTON KEYNES 
Tel: 01908 635 000, info@ukfelder.co.uk, www.ukhammer.co.uk 


Combination machine 


Hammer 





C3 31 Comfort 

COMBINATION 
MACHINE + 
STARTER-SET 


SB 


- 


• 4.0 HP (3.0 kW) motor 

• Format sliding table 2000 mm 

• 1100 mm outrigger table 

• Precision mitre index system 

• 1 300 mm crosscut fence for outrigger table 

• Planer fence tilts from 90° to 45° 

• Surface planer table length 1400 mm 

• Planing width 3 1 0 mm 

• Remarkably user friendly 

• Allows rapid retooling 

6.718,05 

5.390, 00 




AF 1 2 dust extraction extractor 

with dust bag quick change system 


Save up to 1.328,05 £ excl. VAT 

Universal saw blade 

0 315 mm, Z 48 


Cutterhead set 

Universal cutter head 
(steel made) 


PT107 10" x 7" Heavy Duty 



"The PT107 is extremely well 
built, with heavy cast iron 
tables polished to a fine finish. 

This machine feels more like a proper industrial 
model in use. The sheer weight minimises any 
vibration." 

A A A A A 

The Woodworker 
"Top quality 

This is a very well made machine with full 
adjustment of both infeed and outfeed tables. This 
is unusual in a home workshop machine and allows 
very fine adjustment to eliminate any gouging 
at the end (snipe). . . Results are excellent, chip 
clearance is good and the changeover from planing 
to thicknessing is quick and easy". 


Central Column The 

thicknessing table is 
supported by a sturdy 
central column for superior 
stability and easy rise and 
fall adjustment. 


Planer Thicknesser 


The PT1 07 is perfectly suited to the discerning woodworker who expects 
professional and reliable performance from a solid, durable and 
compact machine. Whilst compact enough for smaller workshops and 
ideal for serious home or trade users, this machine boasts some impressive 
industrial features and is exceptionally smooth and accurate in operation. 

If you are in the market for a good planer thicknesser then check this out at 
one of our display stockists to fully appreciate the value on offer. 


£999 


RRP £1249" 


In tht 

DesmondW, Online Review 


Price valid until 28.02.2016. E&OE. 


Cutter Block Sturdy Fence System 

The three knife cutterblock The fence can tilt up to 
ensures an excellent finish. 45° and is supported by a 
strong mounting system. 


See the value the PT107 
offers for yourself at the 
following stockists: 



ENGLAND 

Aldermaston Tool Company Youngs Ind Est, Paices 
Hill, Aldermaston, Berkshire, RG7 4PW 0118 981 1470 
Grahams Machinery Deva House, Knutsford Way, 
Chester, Cheshire, CHI 4NX 01244 376 764 

Westcountry Machinery 4 wood 
Beacon Kilns, High Street Village, 

St Austell, Cornwall, PL26 7SR 01726 828 388 

Jaymac (Derby) Ltd 852 London Road, 

Derby, Derbyshire, DE24 8WA 01332 755 799 

Toolite Co Unit 3/2 The Mews Brook Street, 

Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire, GL1 7 0SL 01 594 544521 
Tewkesbury Saw Co Ltd Newtown Trading Estate, 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 8JG 01684 293 092 
John Davis Woodturning The Old Stables, 

Chilbolton Down Farm, Stockbridge, 

Hampshire, SO20 6BU 01264 811 070 

D.B. Keighley Machinery Ltd Vickers Place, 
Stanningley, Yorkshire, LS28 6LZ 01132 574 736 

J Carr & Son Ltd 9-10 Horncastle Road, 

Boston Lincolnshire, PE21 9BN 01205 351 555 

D&M Tools 73-81 Heath Road, Twickenham, 

Middlesex, TW1 4AW 0208 892 3813 

Norfolk Saw Services Dog Lane, Horsford, 

Norwich, Norfolk, NR10 3DH 01603 898 695 

Snainton Woodworking Supplies 
Barker Lane, Snainton, Scarborough, 

North Yorkshire, YOI 3 9BG 01 723 859 545 

Oxon Fastenings Systems Academic House, 

Oakfield Ind Est, Stanton Harcourt Rd, Eynsham 
Oxfordshire, 0X29 4AJ 01865 884 022 

Yandle & Sons Ltd Hurst Works, Martock, 

Somerset, TA1 2 6JU 01935 822 207 

Kraftkabin 248-254 London Road, 

Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire, ST4 5RH 01782 416 102 
DJ Evans (Bury) Ltd St Botolphs Lane, 

Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 2AU 01284 754 132 
Elmers Hardware Ipswich 59-61 Edmonton Road, 
Kesgrave, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 1 EQ 01473 623 381 
Scott and Sargeant Woodworking Machinery Ltd 
1 Blatchford Rd, Horsham, 

West Sussex, RH13 5QR 01403 273000 

RS Paskin & Co Ltd Oldington Trading Estate, 

Stourport Road, Kidderminster, 

Worcestershire, DY1 1 7QP 01 562 829 722 

WALES 

Data Powertools Ltd 427 Cowbridge Rd West, 

Cardiff, CF5 5TF 0292 0595 710 

SCOTLAND 

MacGregor Industrial Supplies 

1 5-1 7 Henderson Road, Longman Industrial Estate, 
Inverness, Inverness-shire, IV1 1SN 01463 717 999 
Further branches available throughout the highlands. 

Please contact for more details. 

Brodies Timber The Old Sawmill, 

Inver, Dunkeld, Perthshire, PH8 0JR 01350 727 723 
IRELAND 

WH Raitt & Son Ltd Main Street, 

Stranorlar, County Donegal 00353 74 913 1028 

Joe McKenna Ltd 54-56 Parnell Street 

Limerick, County Limerick 00353 61 413 888 

JJ Ronayne Ltd Dublin Road,Thurles 

County Tipperary 00353 5042 1033 


RECORD POWER 

ESTABLISHED ISOS* 


www.recordpower.co.uk Tel: 01246 571 020 


Over 

100 

years 

Experience • Knowledge 
Support • Expertise 


RECQRDPOWER 


5TAHTHITE ^CORONET 

burgess CamVac 

Incorporating some of the most famous brands 
in woodworking, Record Power have been 
manufacturing fine tools & machinery for over 100 
years. Built to last we provide support for thousands 
of machines well over 50 years old, which are still 
in daily use. Testimony to the sound engineering 
principles and service support that comes with a 
Record Power product. 





